FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 9

Mark 4:21-34

The fourth chapter of Mark might be called a “primer in parables”.  In the second half of this chapter Mark relates more of the parables of Jesus to emphasize what was taught in the first half of the chapter.  He continues to explain why the kingdom of God was expressed in parables at all—hidden from some, but taking root and growing in others.  As we saw in the last lesson, the key point for Mark is the receptiveness of the soil.  The challenge is to each one of us:  when we hear God’s word do we receive it with gladness and let to penetrate deep into our hearts?  Or are we callous, indifferent or distracted by the business of life?  Note also the contrast about what is hidden and what is made manifest.  How might this relate to what Jesus said in 4:10-12?
Verse 21 talks about how a lamp is handled in the house.  The Greek here literally reads “the lamp comes [to the house]”—how might this be a picture of Jesus Christ?  (See John 9:5)  What central point does this parable make about the kingdom of Jesus?  

How might the parable of the lamp apply also to the church or to our own individual lives? (See Revelation 1:20)

The parable of the lamp is about the kingdom of God.  What things about the kingdom were hidden but due to be revealed in Jesus’ day?  How about in our day?  What is the “light” or “lamp” in our day?  (See 2 Peter 1:19)

Jesus now moves from seeing (light) to hearing.  What critical points does he make about hearing here?  What does it take to be an attentive listener?  (We often hear the challenge to be an “active listener”—what does that entail?)

Read James 1:22-25.  How does this further our understanding of what is being taught here?

Explain the spiritual principle found in Mark 4:25.  How should we apply this in our own personal lives today?

Next Mark relates one of the few parables that is unique to his gospel alone—it is not told by either of the other synoptic gospels.  What are the main points that Jesus wants us to understand in the parable of the seed growing under the ground?  What things does this teach us about the kingdom of God?

Read James 5:7-11.  Why is patience required?  What does James challenge us to do in order to acquire this kind of patience?

The second part of the seed parable points to the coming of the harvest.  What points does it make?  How do we know when it is time for the harvest?  What should be done when the harvest comes?   

See also

· John 4:35-38

· Matthew 9:37-38

The final parable about the kingdom of God involves the mustard seed.  What are the central points of this parable?  How does it relate to the parables that Jesus has already told in this section?  What application should we make from it?

What is the significance of the birds of the air coming to nest in the mustard tree?

See also

· Ezekiel 31:3-6

· Daniel 4:10-12

Summarize the key points you have learned in the past 2 lessons about the kingdom of God.  How should this change your life?

