FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark:  Lesson 6

Mark 3:1-19

As we have seen in the previous lesson, this section of Mark emphasizes the growing hostility on the part of the Jewish leaders for Jesus and implies some of the reasons for that hostility.  In the last lesson we saw that the scribes and Pharisees were questioning the practices of Jesus’ disciples (fasting, picking grain on the Sabbath)—now the scrutiny and criticism will fall on Jesus himself.

Jesus enters a synagogue on the Sabbath in the opening verse and encounters a man with a withered hand.  What is the significance of such a man being there?

How is the attitude of the scribes and Pharisees different in this chapter than in the previous chapter?  Why do you suppose this has occurred?  What lesson can we learn from this?

Why do you suppose Jesus singled the man out by making him come forward in front of everyone?

Jesus had already challenged their view of the Sabbath back in chapter 2—now He makes another point about it:  the most religious Jews believed that it was lawful to save a life on the Sabbath (though physicians might refuse to lift a hand to help someone if they felt they could live through the day and be treated the next day)—how is Jesus using that interpretation to challenge the religious leaders?  Why are they silent?

Note Jesus contrasts doing good and doing harm.  Next he contrasts saving a life or killing.  The issue at hand was not a life or death issue (though church history teaches that this man was a mason and may not have been able to support himself.)  Why is Jesus putting this question to the Pharisees?

The word used for Jesus’ state of mind here could be “grieved” or could be interpreted as furiously angry.  James Edwards states: “Only in Gethsemane is Jesus’ grief and anguish expressed more forcefully in Mark.  What is the issue for Him?
Mark loves to use irony:  Jesus is seeking to do good on the Sabbath while the religious leaders are seeking to do bad, will be seeking to take a life, all in the name of serving God!  How did this happen to them?  (Edwards goes on to state “The greatest enemy to divine love and justice is not opposition, not even malice, but hardness of heart and indifference to divine grace, to which not even the disciples of Jesus were immune.”)  What is the lesson for Christians today?
Not much is really known about the Herodians but the presumption is that they were followers of Herod Antipas—political movers and shakers.  The Pharisees were religious purists who would ordinarily refuse to have anything to do with people like the Herodians. Why would the 2 groups join together?  How would their motives be alike or different?

Finally consider the man with the withered hand.  What is required of him that day in the synagogue?  What things might have “held him back”?  Do similar things hold us back today?  Edwards notes: “In exposing himself to Jesus, he is healed.”  How can we expose ourselves to Jesus today?  What things get in our way? 
Mark next describes an attempt on the part of Jesus and his followers to withdraw or retreat. (Why might Jesus have needed this?).  But to no avail as the crowd follows them.  What does Mark tell us about this crowd?  Recall in his gospel the crowd is often an impediment to Jesus.
What is emphasized about Jesus’ ministry?

What name are the demons giving Him?  What is the significance of this name?  Contrast it with other names that Jesus has been given so far in the gospel of Mark.  Again note the emphasis on secrecy that Mark makes (v12).

Why does Jesus withdraw from the crowds and go up on the mountain? (See the parallel account in Luke 6:12-16).  How many disciples were there?  How many apostles?  What is the significance of the number 12?   Which individuals are singled out in this list of apostles?  
