FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark:  Lesson 5

Mark 2:13-28

The previous section of Mark outlined Jesus’ unique authority—over demons, illness and all aspects of the lives of human beings.  Verse 13 is a transition verse that indicates Mark is moving on to a new theme in his writing.  This next section will also deal with Jesus’ authority, but now the emphasis will be the conflict with the religious leaders of the day and concludes with the information that they were actively seeking to destroy Him.  Note the similar structure in each story—something happens which draws criticism from the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus responds with a theological teaching which confounds them, and they withdraw.

The first story involves the calling of a tax collector named Levi.  Other gospels record the calling of a tax collector named Matthew (likely the author of the gospel that bears his name.)  It is possible that Matthew and Levi are the same person—or it may be that Jesus called more than one tax collector.  How is this calling similar to the calling of Jesus’ previous disciples?  How is it different?  (Think about how the role of a tax collector was different in that day from that of a fisherman.)

Why do you think Jesus was so successful with these tax collectors?  Why were the scribes and Pharisees so bothered by this?  

Do we ever face similar criticism today  (i.e. for hanging out with “sinners and losers”?  In what ways do we need to emulate Jesus’ behavior?  What things are barriers to us in attempting to do this?  How do we reconcile this with verses like Psalm 1:1 which exhorts us not to “stand in the path with sinners”?

Jesus responds to the criticism of the religious leaders by outlining his mission.  How would you summarize Jesus’ statement here (verse 17)?  What is necessary for someone to come to Christ?  

The next issue between Jesus and the Pharisees arose over the practice of fasting.  It should be noted that the Jews were only commanded to fast on one day—the Day of Atonement.  Fasting on other days was something one could choose to do for repentance, mourning or devotion to God.  The Pharisees had extended this, and practiced fasting twice a week (though they often did so in a hypocritical manner which drew Jesus’ condemnation—see Matthew 6:16-18).  What does Jesus have to say about fasting here?

The analogy used here to teach them may not be as clear to us today but it would have been very familiar to his audience in that day.  When new cloth is washed, it shrinks.  Using new cloth to patch an old garment means the first time it is washed the patch, as it shrinks, will pull away from and tear the old cloth around it.  Similarly, new wine continues to ferment and expands the wineskin it is placed in.  An old wineskin is already stretched to the maximum and placing new wine in it will cause it to burst.  Why does Jesus these analogies? (Note particularly the violence indicated in each of these examples.)
Do you think there are “old practices” in the church today which need to be changed in anticipation of a new work from God?  Why or why not?   What do you think is the role of fasting for us today?

The next 2 stories in involve the religious leaders’ perception that Jesus was breaking the Sabbath.  Keeping the Sabbath was probably the single most important thing (along with the practice of circumcision) that distinguished Jews from non-Jews in that day.  It had a great deal to do with their religious and national identity as the people of God.  What would you say should be the thing that distinguishes Christians from non-Christians today?  What should define our identity as the people of God?

Jesus does not negate the concept of Sabbath-keeping but rather challenges their concept of what Sabbath-keeping means.  The Pharisees had complex rules about it that included how far you could walk, how much you could carry, etc.  Jesus and his disciple were out walking—in fact, the Greek here implies that they were actually traveling, on a ministry journey.  As his disciples became hungry they began to glean the surrounding fields, something quite legal and proper under Old Testament law. In fact the issue to the Pharisees may not have been the picking of grain but the rolling of it in their hands, which would constitute “threshing”. Do you think the disciples were breaking the Sabbath?  Why or why not?

Jesus’ response here is, at first glance, obscure.  He quotes an event from the life of David (read 1 Samuel 21:1-9).  What is Jesus’ point in using this story?

Jesus actually draws 2 conclusions—one from verse 27 and another from verse 28—what are they? (Hint, what things should Jesus be “Lord” of today?  No fair answering “everything”!)
