FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 26
Mark 12: 38-44

Mark has previously emphasized the hostility on the part of the Jewish leaders toward Jesus.  In the earlier parts of chapter 12 we saw them pose a series of questions designed to trap and discredit Jesus in front of the people.  In the last lesson we saw Jesus “go on the offensive” by posing a question of his own back to them.  In this passage Jesus continues in an aggressive style in confronting these leaders.  In past lessons we have looked at the various sects of Judaism represented in this chapter.  Here the scribes are targeted.  These were men who functioned like lawyers do in our society today—learned, articulate, well-versed in interpreting the laws of the Old Testament and usually associated (especially in Mark’s gospel) with the leaders of the Sanhedrin (the governing body of the Jews.)  In Matthew and Luke they are most often associated with the Pharisees.
What specific issues does Jesus point out in confronting these men?

Matthew includes a longer version of this discourse.  Read through Matthew 23.  What similarities do you see between Matthew’s account and the one we find in Mark?  Why do you think there is a difference between the 2 gospels? (Hint: think about the target audience of each book. Matthew was written to the Jews, Mark to the Gentiles)

In both accounts, Jesus specifically criticizes them for doing things to be noticed by others (Matthew 23:5, Mark 12:38).  Why is that such a problem?  See also Matthew 6:1-6.  Why is this such an easy trap to fall into?  What can we do about it?

In Matthew 23:13 Jesus accuses the scribes and Pharisees of shutting off the kingdom of heaven from others.  What does he mean?  In what ways could Christians be accused of that today?  

In both gospels (Matthew 23:14, Mark 12:40) Jesus mentions the fact that they devour widows’ houses.  We can’t be exactly sure what He means here—some commentators think he is talking about the fact that the scribes might be called upon to administer a widow’s estate and take advantage of her.  Others think it is the practice of allowing widows to support them in their religious work and not doing anything in return to protect or support them.  Why would Jesus be so concerned about this?  (See James 1:27)
Starting in Matthew 23:16, Jesus begins to criticize the scribes and Pharisees of being blind guides.  What does he mean by that term?  Why do you think it was easier for them to tithe mint, dill and cumin (verse 23) rather than practice justice, mercy and faithfulness?  What might be some practical applications for us today around this same principle?

Returning to Mark 12:40—why will the scribes receive a “greater condemnation”?  If Jesus were offering this same discourse today, who would he warn about receiving a greater condemnation?
The final verses of Mark 12 talk about giving.  The temple had collection boxes on the wall of the Court of Women.  There were 12 of them and they were shaped like trumpets.  It was been suggested that the wealthy would convert their offering into small coins so that they would make a lot of noise when tipped into the metal trumpet collection boxes (hence Jesus’ comment in Matthew 6:2 about “sounding the trumpet” when giving an offering.)  Instead, Jesus recognizes one poor woman for her offering.  What point is He making?

What does it mean to “give out of poverty”?  Can you think of ways in which this would not apply to money?  

How should we apply this story of giving in our own lives? 
