FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 22

Mark 10: 32-52

Jesus is heading to the cross—this fact overshadows this part of Mark’s gospel.  As mentioned, he frequently uses the term “the way” or “on the way” to remind the reader of this fact and in this section he spells it out: Jesus and the disciples are on the road going up to Jerusalem.  Mark emphasizes several things concerning that fact—that time is of the essence, that the opposition they face is fierce, and that Jesus is unwavering in His course.  As before, the theme of discipleship—what it is, what it is not, and what is costs, is prominent in this lesson.
What facts are we given in verse 32?  Why do you think people were both amazed and fearful?

Jesus makes a third prediction of his death (the others are found in Mark 8:31 and 9:31).  What new information does Jesus give here?  Do you think this had any impact on the disciples?  Why or why not?
Next James and John come to Jesus with a request—what exactly are they asking for?  What is behind their request?  How does Jesus respond to them?

Jesus asks if they are able to drink His cup or undergo the baptism that He must undergo.  What does Jesus want to teach them with the use of these two images:  the cup and the baptism?

James and John blithely state “we are able”—are they right or wrong?  What mistake might they be making?  From what we know of the rest of the Bible, how did they indeed share in Jesus’ cup? (See Acts 12:1-2)

Why are the other disciples indignant?  How is this similar to the issue presented in Mark 9:33-37?  What challenge does Jesus give here?

What are ways today that we might be called upon to “give our lives as a ransom for many”?  

Jesus and the disciples are nearing Jerusalem and a large crowd has now gathered to follow Jesus.  For what reasons might the crowd be there?
Mark tells us of a blind man sitting by the roadside.  What is the significance of the fact that Mark records his name—Bartimaeus?

What qualities does Bartimaeus possess?  What can we learn from him?

Why does Jesus ask Bartimaeus “What do you want me to do for you?”  Isn’t it obvious what the man wants?  How might Jesus ask us the same question today?  How would you respond? (Hint: what would your prayer list reveal about what you really want from Jesus?)

Many commentators feel that Mark uses the healing in a symbolic way—in fact this whole large section of Mark was introduced and concluded with the healing of a blind man (see Mark 8:22-25).  What is Mark trying to teach us?  In what way is Bartimaeus a metaphor for the human race?   In what ways do we need to emulate him? 
