FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 20
Mark 10:1-16

This overall section of Mark’s gospel deals with the challenges of discipleship.  This lesson, which deals with the thorny problem of divorce, might, at first, seem unrelated to this topic.  However, Jesus does not intend to give a primer on the subject of divorce here—under what circumstances it would be permissible, what procedures should be used to provide for it, etc.  He is making a statement about what causes it in the first place: hardness of heart.  Those who would be disciples of Jesus should be less concerned about having legalistic rules for every situation and more concerned about having a heart which is totally responsive to God.
Jesus is generally on His way to Jerusalem and the cross but He continues to move through the various areas of Israel, teaching the crowds and training His disciples.  Mark records that at this point the Pharisees approach Him.  What is their purpose?  How does Jesus respond?  Why does Jesus ask them about Moses?

The Pharisees respond by quoting the writings of Moses found in Deuteronomy 24:1-4.  What instructions does Moses give there?  Why do you think he gave those instructions?

Next skim through the rest of Deuteronomy 24—if you had to summarize the main theme of this chapter, what would you say?

The only other time that divorce is discussed in the Old Testament is found in Malachi 2:13-17.  What is the message of this passage?  Why does God hate divorce?  
Jesus did not ask the Pharisees what Moses commanded them about divorce—He asked a more open-ended question:  “What did Moses command you?”  What other commandment might have been in Jesus’ mind? (Hint: see Matthew 22:35-40, Deuteronomy 6:4-6)  How does this change the answer as far as what God expects from us?

According to Jesus, why did Moses allow divorce?  Can you think of some practical examples of why divorce would need to be regulated in Moses’ day?  How about in our society today?

The Jews took Moses’ instructions at face value and by the time Jesus was teaching on the earth a man could divorce for almost any reason.  Most rabbis taught that the man had to give his wife a certificate of divorce (so she would not be accused of adultery if she was with another man later) but some taught that a man could obtain a divorce by stating to his wife three times “I divorce you”!  Women could then be sent out with only her initial dowry—no rights to community property, her children, etc.  Jesus’ teaching here was a challenge given to protect the rights of women.  The real problem, according to Jesus, was not divorce itself but the hardness of heart that lies behind it.  What does the term “hardness of heart” mean to you?  How does it develop?  What can we do about it?

What “higher authority” does Jesus appeal to (rather than Moses)?  What point is He emphasizing about marriage?
Read Ephesians 5:23-32.  What does this say about marriage and the church?  What is marriage a symbol of?  If we press this analogy, how comfortable would you be if you knew God could put you out of His family simply by saying “I divorce you”?  (So, this passage is not an instruction manual on the subject of divorce but on the character of God and the ways that we need to reflect His character in our lives today!)
In the final part of this section we see parents seeking to bring their children to be touched and blessed by Jesus.  Why do you think the disciples were trying to hinder them?

How does Jesus feel about the disciples’ action?  Why?
Why does He say that the kingdom of God belongs to “such as these”?  What was the prevailing attitude about children in that day?  How does Jesus seek to reform their thinking?

What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a little child?  What attitudes (likely present in the disciples!) would get in the way?  How should we apply this in our own lives today? 
