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Gospel of Mark:  Lesson 2

Mark 1:1-16
Mark wrote his gospel with a specific objective in mind.  It is shorter and “tighter” than the other 3 gospels because he wanted to relate only the things that emphasized the points he was trying to make.  It is easier, sometimes, to look at the parallel accounts in the other gospels for “the rest of the story” but we must also ask ourselves why Mark included certain material and left other material out.
All 4 gospels make mention of the preparatory ministry of John the Baptist.  Mark’s account is short and to the point.  What things does he emphasize about John himself?

About his ministry?  

Read through Luke’s longer account of John’s activities (Luke 3:1-22).  What extra information does Luke give us?

How was the ministry of Jesus to be different from that of his cousin John?  What is the significance of being baptized with the Holy Spirit?  With fire?

Baptism was not a familiar ritual to the Jews. In fact, it was usually limited to Gentiles who wanted to join the Jewish faith.  This led to confusion (and indignation) on the part of the Jewish religious leaders (see John 1:22-27).  Why were they so bothered by this?

While some of the Jews objected to baptism as an unnecessary or objectionable practice, some may have seen a different point. Read Ezekiel 36:25-27. What does it teach?

If John’s baptism was one of repentance for the forgiveness of sin (verse 4) then why do you think Jesus (the sinless One) chose to be baptized?  (See also Matthew 3:13-17)

Mark uses particular language to describe what happens next—language that is lost in the English translation.  He tells us the heavens opened—but the Greek here indicates a far more forceful action and might more accurately translated:  the heavens were ripped open.  What does this teach us?  What happens once the heavens are ripped open?  What information does God Himself give here?

Mark tells us that the Spirit impelled (drove) Jesus out into the wilderness where Satan tempted Him.  What do we learn from this fact?

Why do you suppose that Mark neglects to give us the details of this testing of Jesus?  What details does he include?  What is the significance of these?  Why does he mention the wild animals being with Jesus?  (There are several explanations or ideas about this—but read Isaiah 11:6-9, what does this passage suggest?)

At this point Mark tells us that John was taken into custody (“handed over”).  Luke provides more information as to why (Luke 3:19-20).  What is the significance of John’s ending up in prison (and ultimately being executed)?  Why does Jesus wait until that moment to begin His public ministry?

How does Mark summarize Jesus’ message (verses 14-16)?  What comes to mind when you think of the term “kingdom of God”?

What response is required of Jesus’ preaching?  Why?  How is the same true today?

How would you summarize the points Mark mentions in his introduction?  How should we apply them to our lives?

