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Gospel of Mark: Lesson 16

Mark 8: 27-38

With this passage we reach the mid-way point in the gospel and it is clear that Mark wants to punctuate that fact with the material that he writes here—the last half of chapter 8 tells of the growing realization on the part of the disciples as to who this man Jesus is, the one who has been their teacher and leader and who has amazed them with His teachings and works of power.  The first half of chapter 9 is devoted to the transfiguration—the event in which God Himself endorses the conclusion that they have come to:  He is the Christ.  Matthew, in his account, adds “the son of the living God” but Mark does not.  By Mark’s estimation the disciples are beginning to understand that Jesus is the Messiah but they have a long way to go to realize that he is actually the Son of God.

Jesus begins this section by asking a question as He and the disciples travel “on the way”.  Why does He start by asking them who other people say that He is?  What do we learn about Jesus the man from the answers that the disciples give Him?

If you asked the same question of people today—at work, at the supermarket, etc.—what answers might you get?

Why does Jesus then ask them directly: “but who do you say that I am?”  In what ways today are we called to confess the answer to this same question?  (Think not just in terms of your conversion….but think about how we are called daily to answer this question.)

Why does Jesus warn them to tell no one about their answer?  Is this the same for us today?

Read Matthew’s account of the same event, found in Matthew 16:13-20.  What new information is included here?

Put yourself in the disciples’ place.  What might have been going through their minds at this point?  Why does Jesus immediately begin to teach them about His upcoming suffering, rejection and subsequent death?  Can you think of some ways that this same lesson might apply to us today?

Why do you think Peter begins to rebuke Jesus at this point?  What is he missing about Jesus?

Why does Jesus rebuke Satan as well as Peter?  How do you think that might have made Peter feel?  Do you think Peter’s rebuke was public or private?  Why?

What is required of us in order to “set our mind on the things of God, rather than on the things of men”?  Why is this critically important to the process of discipleship?

A significant theme that begins here and will carry on throughout the rest of the book involves discipleship and its cost.  Note three things that Jesus demands of those who would follow him—what is entailed in doing these three things?

· Deny yourself

· Take up your cross

· Follow Me 

What does Jesus see as real profit in life?  What does he define as loss?  How should this change the way we think?  How does this make us different from the world around us?

Why does Jesus add the warning about being ashamed of Him at this point?  Have you ever been tempted to be ashamed of Jesus?  What did you do about it? 
