FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 13

Mark 6:30-56

This section contains the feeding of the five thousand, one of the most significant miracles that Jesus performed.  In fact, this miracle and the one that immediately follows (Jesus walking on water) are the only miracles told in all four gospels.  Note also that Mark links these 2 miracles by intercalating the stories—again suggesting that we are to learn something from the combination of these two events.

What does Mark emphasize about Jesus’ ministry in the opening verses of this passage?  What is Jesus’ motivation for wanting to teach the people?  How might we apply this in our own lives?

Why do you think the disciples advise Jesus to send the people away at this point?  How does Jesus challenge them in their thinking?

Read through John’s account in John 6:5-13.  What do you suppose went through the disciples’ mind at being asked to feed so many people?  

Can you think of times in your own life when Jesus asked you to do an impossible thing?  How did you respond?  What things helped or hindered you as you considered your task?

This event was packed with symbolism as far as the Jews were concerned.  To begin with, the obvious comparison of Jesus feeding the multitude in a desolate place (the word can mean desert and is mentioned by Mark three times in the text, so he is obviously emphasizing it) with abundant food reminds us of God giving provision for the Israelites in the desert.  Read through Exodus 16:1-26, Numbers 11:21-23. What similarities do you see?

This miracle also foreshadows the great Messianic banquet which the Jews believed Messiah would set before them—and in that sense we may be meant to see a contrast between this banquet and the banquet that Mark has just related to us in Herod’s house Mark 6:21-28.  What contrasts do you see between these 2 events?

Some also see a link between this miracle and the text of Psalm 23—what parallel themes do you see between this psalm and the text here in Mark? What conclusions about Jesus does Mark want us to make?

Why were there leftovers?  What is their significance?

What lessons were the disciples to have learned from this event?  What lessons are we to learn?  (See also James 2:15-16)

Why does Jesus send the disciples off without Him?  How do you think they felt, as the rowing got really tough?  Is Jesus aware of their plight?  Do you think they are “aware of His awareness”?  Why or why not?  What can we learn from this?

Jesus comes to them, walking across the sea.  Mark tells us that Jesus makes as if He is going to pass them by. Why do you think Jesus does this?

A key to understanding this comes from the word parerchomai, which means “to pass by” and is used in the Old Testament—what do we learn from the following passages?

· Exodus 33:18-23

· 1 Kings 19: 11-13

How do these passages relate to what Jesus was trying to teach the disciples?  Why are they frightened?

Why does Mark intercalate the 2 stories (feeding the 5000, walking on the water)?  How do the stories relate to each other?  What insight did he want the disciples to obtain?  Why did they fail to gain it?  What is the challenge here for us? 
