FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 12

Mark 6:1-33

This section of Mark continues the theme of the works of Jesus and the various responses those works evoked.  Each person exposed to Jesus had to decide who He was and what his miraculous works and authoritative words represented.  We have already seen some surprising responses—from life-changing faith and belief to fear, indifference and rejection.  The same is true today for those who are introduced to the healing words and deeds of the Savior—they accept or reject Him, but either way their life is changed forever.

Jesus is making the rounds of towns and cities in this area and comes to His own hometown.  Mark has already made reference to Jesus’ custom of entering and teaching in local synagogues but this is the last time he records Jesus’ doing so.  Why do you suppose Jesus stops going to synagogues?  What is the point of people going to the synagogue?  What is the irony here?

What are reasons for going to church today?  Can you think of ways that we might come to church yet reject Jesus?

What “crisis” does Jesus cause in the synagogue of his own hometown?   Why do you suppose that the people took offense at Him?  What do we need to learn from this?

Why does Mark tell us that Jesus “could do no miracle there”?  Do you think His power was actually limited?  Why or why not?

Next Jesus sends the disciples out to participate in His work.  What principles for Christian work do you see in His instructions?  Do you think these principles apply for all Christian work or just to the circumstances that existed for this particular “mission trip”?

Why were they to shake the dust off their feet in places where their message was rejected?  Should we be doing this today in some fashion?  Why or why not?
The news of Jesus’ ministry and its successes now reach to the highest levels.  Herod was the tetrarch of the region.  He was not technically the king—in fact, it was his biggest source of dissatisfaction that Caesar would not designate him king of the area, and it was for pushing for this title that he was ultimately removed from office.  He was proud and willful.  He had taken his sister-in-law in marriage, something that had shocked and angered the local Jews.  What do you learn about the way people were thinking about Jesus from the rumors that reached Herod’s ears?

Why do you think Herod reacts so strongly to the news of Jesus’ ministry?  What do we learn from this?

What does Mark tell us about Herod’s relationship with John the Baptist?  Why do you suppose Herod kept John around?  Why did he enjoy listening to him?  What kind of “soil” do you think Herod represents?  What can we learn from his story?

What kind of person was Herodias (wife of Herod)?  Why does she want to kill John?  What do we learn from her plan to do so? 

Why does Herod capitulate and grant her request for the head of John the Baptist?  In what ways can peer pressure cause us to stumble today?  What can we do about this?

Note that this is another example of intercalation—inserting one story within another.  After relating the events of John the Baptist’s execution, Mark finishes with the return of the disciples from their missionary journey.  How are these two stories related in Mark’s mind?  

Why does Jesus take them away to a lonely place at that time?  What application can we make from this? 

