FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Mark: Lesson 11

Mark 5:22-43

Mark continues his presentation of the evidence of the uniqueness of Jesus Christ—His power, authority and influence in this world have been abundantly demonstrated but Mark continues to “pile on” stories that show Jesus was more than a good man or clever religious teacher.  In this section we again see Jesus’ power over illness and sin—but now we will see that his power extends over death itself (the ultimate weapon of Satan!  See Hebrews 2:14-15)

This is another instance of “intercalation”—Mark’s practice of inserting one story inside another.  As observed previously, Mark does this when he wants to show us contrasts and similarities between 2 stories or events, and there are many here. Read through the account and list everything we are told about Jairus.  Then list everything we are told about the woman who suffered from hemorrhage.

· Jairus

· Woman

What obstacles would each have to overcome to get to Jesus?

· Jairus

· Woman 

What would life have been like previously for this woman?  Read Dr Luke’s assessment of her condition. (Luke 8:43) What does Luke want us to know about her?  In what way does she represent the human race?  If so, what must the human race do?

There is also a contrast between the woman and Jairus’ daughter.  Again refer to Luke’s account (8:40-42).  What contrasts or similarities do you see between these two?

Jesus is responding to a “911 call”.  The Greek used here tells us that Jairus’ daughter was “at her last breath”.  Why then does Jesus stop everything and ask who touched Him?

This is an example of a “divine appointment”.  This is a special moment in the life and ministry of Jesus.  God made this appointment for the benefit of several people.  Think about each of the following and write down what they might have learned from this encounter:

· The woman

· The crowd

· The disciples

· Jairus

What do you think went through Jairus’ mind when he heard the words: “Your daughter has died, why trouble the teacher any longer”?  What new obstacles does Jairus have to face?  How does Jesus help him?  How does He do the same for us?

Why does Jesus send the crowds and even most of His disciples away?

What is the significance of the miracle that Jesus performs in raising this girl?  

What do we learn about the nature of faith from each of these stories?

What do we learn about Jesus from each of these stories? 

