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Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 26

Luke 17: 1-19, Jude

In this section Luke returns to the topic of discipleship.  These verses contain several different aspects of living as a disciple of Christ. At first glance they may seem unrelated and some commentaries think that Luke has collected some “miscellaneous teachings” of Jesus and placed them here.  However, a common style that rabbis used when teaching was called “shiraz”—literally “the stringing of beads”—a collection of small teachings that stand alone but have some common thread that moves us from one to the next.  Jesus uses this technique here.

Jesus begins with a discussion of stumbling blocks.  What do you think he meant by this term?  Why was it “inevitable” that stumbling blocks should come?

Read through the book of Jude—what are some characteristics of people who bring (or become) stumbling blocks?  Why is their presence in the body of Christ so destructive?  What does Jude advise the church to do about this situation? (vv 20-24)  What are some barriers to doing this?

Returning to Luke 17, Jesus moves on to the “second bead” of His teaching (forgiveness,vv 3-4)  What is the thread that connects it to verses 1-2?  What does Jesus teach us about forgiveness in this passage?  See also Matthew 18:21-22

Stop and imagine that someone in your life has wronged you—not once or twice, but the same offense, in the same day, seven times!  Would you really forgive that person?  Why or why not?  What things would keep us from forgiving that person?  Are those things really that different from the things that keep us from forgiving a person who has wronged us just once?

Do you think the church is a place where forgiveness is found in abundance?  Why or why not?  What can we do about this?

The third “bead” of Jesus’ discourse involves faith. (verse 6) Why do you think Jesus might mention it here?   How does this relate to the second teaching (forgiveness)?

What observations about faith does Jesus make here?
What are barriers to having this kind of faith?  How do we get such faith? (For more on faith, read through Hebrews chapter 11, especially verses 1, 3 and 6.)

The next teaching in this section is found in verses 7-10.  What is the main idea here?

Do you serve God?  Or do you expect God to serve you?  If you do serve God, what are your motives in doing so?  Is it wrong to serve God in the hopes of a heavenly reward?

In the next few verses Jesus traveling to Jerusalem and was passing along the border of Samaria when he encounters a group of lepers.  What does Luke tell us about them?
Why does Jesus tell the men to go and show themselves to the priests?  See Leviticus 13:9-11 and 14:1-11. How do the 10 men demonstrate their faith in Jesus?  How are we called to do the same today?

Now the story intensifies.  Luke singles out one man in this group of ten lepers.  How is this man’s response different from the other nine? What is the significance in the fact that the man is a Samaritan?  Why do you think this man came back to Jesus rather than showing himself to the priests?  

What specific things do you learn in Jesus’ response when this man returns? What does Jesus mean when He tells the man that his faith has made him well.  What does our culture mean when it calls a person “well”?  What do we mean when we use that term? 
