FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 9
Luke 5:33-6:16

In this section Luke begins to describe the ever-increasing hostility on the part of the Jewish leaders toward Jesus.  As we have seen, this is an important part of Luke’s message. His audience (non-Jews) might logically ask: if Jesus was the fulfillment of the Jewish religion, why did its leaders reject Him?  In this section Luke gives us 3 examples of confrontation between Jesus’ way of doing things and that of the scribes and Pharisees.  Note the results of these confrontations?  The Pharisees begin to plot Jesus’ death and Jesus chooses 12 disciples (He knows His time on earth is limited.)

Starting with verse 30 (chapter 5) and continuing through this entire passage, do you see a change in the Pharisees’ strategy as the passage progresses?

Fasting had long been an accepted (even required!) Jewish religious practice.  The only time that the Old Testament actually commanded fasting was on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29-30) but it is frequently mentioned in other places.  It was to accompany mourning (2 Samuel 1:12), times of national disaster (Nehemiah 1:4) and as a sign of repentance from sin (1 Kings 21:27).  However, as time went on the Jews (especially the Pharisees) saw it as a way of gaining God’s favor, and then finally as a requirement of a religious life, requiring fasting twice per week.  Jesus challenges their view of fasting.  Why is it wrong?  (Note this is not the first time God has called them out on the practice of fasting.  See Isaiah 58:6-12)

Why would it be inappropriate for Jesus’ disciples to fast?  Why does Jesus use the image of a Bridegroom here?  What would that mean to the Jews?
Luke gives us the first signal that Jesus will be killed in these verses (v 35).  Jesus says that when the bridegroom is taken away (literally “ripped away from them”) the disciples will fast.  Does that mean that we are required to fast now?  What is the place of fasting in the Christian life today?

What principles do you see in Jesus’ example of the old and new cloth and the old and new wineskins?

Why is the picture of new wine a good one for the church that Jesus will establish?

Why do the people choose the old wine?  What is Jesus trying to teach here?

Next the Pharisees catch Jesus’ disciples plucking grain (wheat or corn) from a field while listening to Jesus teach on the Sabbath.  Clearly they are spying on Jesus, trying to gather evidence against Him.  While it was legal to take grain from someone else’s field (Deuteronomy 23:25), the Pharisees’ complex laws about the Sabbath made this illegal.  In their view the disciples were guilty of reaping, threshing, winnowing and preparing food.  What principles does Jesus teach about the Sabbath in this confrontation?  Again Isaiah has some “redefinition” about the Sabbath.  (See Isaiah 58:13-14)  How do you think the Sabbath should be kept today?
Why does Jesus use David as an example?  (See 1 Samuel 21:6)  What claim does Jesus make in telling this story? (Remember this section of Luke deals with Jesus’ authority!)
The third confrontation occurred in a synagogue, again on the Sabbath.  Luke again shows us that the Pharisees were spying on Jesus to catch Him out in legal infractions (verse 7).  This time there is almost a sense that Jesus is confronting them back.  He asks the man to stand up in front of all of them.  Think about this man:  what did having a withered right arm mean for him? 
Jesus sets up the situation by asking the Pharisees to define what may or may not be done on the Sabbath—they believed that it was legal to heal only in life-or-death situations which is clearly not the case here.  How does Jesus challenge their view?

What did it mean for the Pharisees that Jesus was able to completely restore this man’s hand?  What was their reaction?  Why?  Who was guilty of breaking the Sabbath in this story? 
What do you note about the way Jesus chose His disciples?  What kinds of people did he choose?

