FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 8
Luke 5: 1-32

After the account of Jesus and His reception in His home town Luke begins to describe in more detail some of the important elements and events of Jesus’ ministry as a whole. He begins with a picture of Jesus teaching by the sea of Galilee—his teaching has become so popular that the crowds are actually pressing him into the water in their effort to get close to Him, hear from Him, touch Him.  He commandeers Simon Peter’s boat and casts out from the shore a little ways so that he can be seen and heard by the crowd.  At the end of his session he makes a startling request of Peter.  What was it?  Here is an itinerant preacher, an ex-carpenter, telling Peter, the fisherman, where to cast his nets.  What do you think went through Peter’s mind?  Why do you think Peter obeyed Jesus?

What were the reactions of Peter (and the others) to this miraculous catch?   Why do you think Peter asked Jesus to depart from him?  What qualities make Peter himself an “ideal catch” for Jesus?  Who might you have chosen if you were Jesus?
Jesus tells them that from now on they will be fishers of men. The Greek here uses an interesting word: zoegrein (literally “catching men alive”) In what ways is fishing for men like fishing for fish?  In what ways is it different?  Note that zoegrein incorporates the word zoe, a word for life that indicates a quality of life, not merely the term for biologic life.  What is Jesus’ point here?
Next consider Levi’s story .  How is it alike and how is it different from the story of Peter and the other fishermen?  (Hint think about the difference between a tax collector and a fisherman at that time.)  How was their response to Jesus similar?  What is the next thing that Levi does?
How do the religious folks respond to Jesus joining in a party with sinners? (Note the “Lukan triangle” here!)  What challenge does Jesus make to them?  Darrel Bock makes this comment:  “For a new Christian, evangelism is strongest in the first two years after conversion.  Then the change in one’s circle of friends cuts off further opportunity.”  Is this true in your life?  What can you do about it?  How do we balance the call to be holy (separated out of the world for God) with the call to be in the world and fishers of men? 

The Pharisees object to Jesus’ spending time with sinners, thinking that association with unclean people would render Jesus unclean (when in fact the exact opposite occurs!)

To underscore this point Luke picks out a healing story that he thinks will underscore this point for his reader.  Jesus has an interaction with a leper, the most unclean thing imaginable. What did it mean, in that day, to have leprosy?  (Hint: Read through Leviticus chapter 13)  Think about the physical, emotional, spiritual and social consequences of this illness.

Describe the interaction between Jesus and this man.  What does he understand about Jesus?  What is he not sure about Jesus?  How does Jesus reassure this man?  What can we learn about our own relationship with God from this story?
Why does Jesus send the man to the priests?  (Alfred Edersheim observes:  “Rabbinism stood confessedly  powerless in the face of the living death of leprosy--so it had no word of forgiveness to speak to the conscience burdened with sin, nor yet a word of welcome to the sinner” )  Do we have a word of welcome for sinners? Who are our “lepers” today?
Next Luke describes the healing of a paralytic man.  How would you describe this man and his four (according to Mark’s account) friends?  Whose faith makes this man well?  

Why does Jesus tell the man that his sins are forgiven?  (Again think of the 4 domains of illness:  physical, emotional, social, spiritual—in what ways can they overlap?)
Why are the Pharisees upset with Jesus?  (Again we see the Lukan triangle!) Which is easier to say, “Your sins have been forgiven you” or “Rise up and walk”?  Why do you think Luke included this story as one of the first healings he recounts? 
