FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 5
Luke 3: 1-20

As chapter 3 opens some thirty years have passed since the events of chapters 1 & 2.  Bible scholars debate the actual date that Luke indicates here (Tiberius was a co-regent for a couple of years before he became the actual Caesar) but most commentators agree the year was somewhere in the range of 26-28 A.D.  Compare the opening verses of chapter 3 with those of chapters 1 & 2.  Why does Luke “begin again”?

One point that Luke implies here is the darkness of the world that existed before the public ministries of John and Jesus.  Tiberius was a notorious sinner—his reign was marked by corruption and cruelty.  Pontius Pilate we will see later—but we know he was fairly unscrupulous, a political animal out for his own personal gain.  Herod was living in sin, after he had put aside his own wife and taken the wife of one of his brothers.  Annas and Caiaphas (who again we shall meet later) were the leaders of the Jewish religious world and were corrupt and callous the needs of their people.  What point is Luke emphasizing here?  How would we apply this same message today?  What specific thing changes all this darkness in the world?  (Hint: see verse 2!)

Where specifically did the word of God come to John?  Where might we have expected it to come to him? (Hint, where might his dad, Zacharias have expected it to come to him?)
Why do you think John was in the wilderness?  What can we learn from this?
Here we find one of  the few Old Testament quotes that Luke included in his gospel so it makes it all the more significant.  Read Isaiah 40: 1-11. Why would Luke have wanted to emphasize this passage?  What surprising element is there that the Jews have that day might have missed?  How might we apply this to our lives today?
 What does Luke tell us specifically about the baptism of John?  Note that the whole idea of baptism would be strange to the Jews; typically  it was applied only to those outside the Jewish nation and only done to Gentiles who wanted to join them.  

In his gospel John tells us that the Pharisees came to confront John about baptizing Jews.  Read John 1:19-28.  What defense does John make for his baptism?
Why do you think “the multitudes” came out to see John?   (Try to think of several different reasons why people might have come) Do you think John’s message was popular?  Why or why not?  (Might there be a “Lukan triangle” here??)  John warns some people about coming with the wrong motive (v7).  Why does he call them a “brood of vipers”?  Matthew clarifies this more (see Matthew 3:7).  Why does Matthew make this distinction? 
John challenges the Jews not to rely on a relationship with Abraham to save them before God. What “stones” do you think John is referring to? (v 8) The Jews thought that merely being born into “God’s nation” was enough to give them a permanent place with God.  Darrell Bock makes the point that “God hates presumption”.  In what ways do people today need to hear this same message?  What are ways that we “presume on God”?

Luke contrasts the response (always a focus for Luke!) of 4 groups of people.  Think about what John says to each of them.  What does John ask of them?  Do you think their lives were changed at that point?  Why or why not?
· The multitude

· The tax-gatherers

· The soldiers

· Herod

What things is John condemning?  Can you think of examples today of these same mistakes (sins)?  How would you describe the kind of life that God was demanding of His people through John’s message?  Is the same kind of life demanded of Christians today?  Why or why not?
What are we told about the difference between John’s baptism and that of Jesus?  See also John 1:26-30.  Are you surprised that John says Jesus existed before him? Surely he had heard to story of Elizabeth and Mary’s meeting and would know he was older. 
Luke has told us (1:17) that John came “in the spirit and power of Elijah”?  Skim through 1 Kings 17-19.  What similarities do you see between Elijah and John?  What did it cost John to confront Herod publicly?    What do we learn about Herod’s response to this confrontation?  How can we be like Herod today? 
