FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 4
Luke 2: 1-52
One of the many things that Luke wishes to emphasize in his story is that there was nothing random or haphazard about Jesus’ entry into this world.  It is an event of cosmic proportions that God had planned thoroughly since the dawn of time.  God did not just prepare the Jews for the arrival of His Son, He prepared the entire world.  The greatest power of the known world in Luke’s day was the Roman empire—and its most successful ruler was Caesar Augustus.  Ruling from 27 B.C. to 14 A.D. he had the longest reign of any of the Roman emperors.  During his reign, he put down all civil wars and established a 200 year period of peace known as the Pax Romana.  For the first time travellers were free to go from place to place, news and writings were exchanged, people were free to think about more than mere daily survival, and were not troubled by constant wars.  It was to this world that God sent his only begotten Son.  Can you see why?

While it was the decree of this powerful ruler, Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken and people return to their native city, we see instead the hand of an ever more powerful ruler: God Himself! (See Proverbs 21:1)  Why was it important for Jesus to be born in Bethlehem? (See Micah 5: 2-5)

Though God chose to let His Son be born in a lowly manger, He did not leave His birth unannounced.  When a son (especially a first-born son) was born to a Jewish household it was customary for the father to hire singers and musicians to perform in the house (or just outside it) to herald the good news.  Joseph was likely too poor (and not in his familiar hometown) to do so.  How did God use a human tradition to make His point?

To whom was the first “good news” (note this is Luke’s first use of the term “gospel”) given?  Why is this significant?   Describe everything you see in the message given by the angel to the shepherds.  What titles are given to this new-born baby?
The birth of Caesar Augustus was also called “good news” and it was said that a “savior” had arrived into the world.  Contrast this “savior” with the one the angels announce.

What was the response of the shepherds?  Why do you think they “made haste”?

In this next part of his story (a few short verses!), Luke takes us through all the rest of the information about Jesus’ early life.  In the space of one half of a chapter, he deals with Jesus’ life from a newborn baby to that of a twelve year-old boy on the verge of manhood.

If Luke got his information from Mary, directly or indirectly, surely she knew more stories about Jesus’ “growing up days” than these.  Why do you suppose Luke is relatively silent on these years?

Luke  does include the presentation of Jesus in the temple of Jerusalem.  As he chose to include this fact and leave out so many others, we need to pause and reflect why this is included in Luke’s account.  In going up to Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary were fulfilling 3 separate requirements of the law—note that Luke who avoids OT references includes them here:

1. The ritual purification that had woman made after childbirth (Leviticus 12: 6-8)

2. The presentation of the firstborn to God (Exodus 13: 1-2, 11-15)

3. The dedication of the firstborn to God’s service (1 Samuel 1,2—especially 1:26-28)

Luke now introduces 2 further characters in his story:  Simeon and Anna.

Describe each.  Why are they included in Luke’s gospel?

· Simeon

· Anna

Luke records another of the wonderful songs that he has included in his gospel account—this one comes from Simeon and is called the “Nunc Dimittus”. What are its major points?  How is it like the songs of Mary and Zacharias?  Can you see an important way that the words of Simeon are different than these previous songs of joy?
It is interesting that at the beginning of Jesus’ life (Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna) and at the end of his life (the thief on the cross, Luke 23:39-43), Jesus, despite his appearance, is recognized for who He really is.  What can we learn from this?
As stated above, Luke chooses to tell us very little about Jesus’ early life—so it draws attention to the things that he does tell us!  What observations does he make about the child Jesus (v 40)?

What does the story of Jesus in the temple (at age 12) emphasize about Him? 
