FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 3

Luke 1: 26-80
As noted in the last lesson, Luke has intercalated the pre-natal and birth histories of these 2 very significant cousins:  John the Baptist and Jesus.  He does so to emphasize the contrast between these 2 men but also to point out that collectively their “visit” to this world signals something that has never happened before in human history:  God is going to break into human history and do unexpected, impossible things.  After 400 years of silence, there is a sudden burst of communication from God to humankind:  God himself is coming for a visit!  (Note the number of times the word “visit” is used in this chapter.)
The angel Gabriel is once again sent to announce God’s plan.  As Luke tells the story, what things are emphasized about Mary?  Every  Jewish woman hoped that she would be the one to bear the Messiah.  Does God’s choice surprise you?  Why or why not?  (Hint: what quality of the gospel is showcased by choosing Mary rather than the faithful, religious Elizabeth?) 
What is Mary told about the child she will bear?  Why was it important that Jesus would come from David’s line?  (See 2 Samuel 7: 10-16)  How does Jesus fulfill this particular prophecy?

What do you note about Mary’s response to Gabriel?  What question does she ask?  What questions might she have asked?   What might obedience to God’s plan have cost her?  

(Note that Mary is initially troubled by the angel’s visit but ends in a place of peace and surrender.  How does that happen for her? (Hint see v 38)  What are the things that keep us from expecting impossible things from God?)
Next Luke recounts the meeting of Mary and Elizabeth.  What does he emphasize about this meeting?  What do you see in John’s response to the fetus Jesus?  How about Elizabeth?
As mentioned previously, Luke’s gospel often centers on the theme of hospitality.  Elizabeth welcomes Mary (and Jesus) into her home but at the same time she is welcomed into the hospitality of God! A second important theme is how God works in community.  How is the understanding of God’s plan furthered when Mary and Elizabeth get together as opposed to when they were apart?  What does this whole episode teach us about the process of salvation?
Mary’s response is one of the most famous poems in the New Testament—it is called “the Magnificant” because, in Latin, it begins with that word.  What are the major points of her song of thanksgiving?  What do we learn about God here? 
Luke brings his story back to Zacharias and Elizabeth and describes the birth of John the Baptist. It was the custom of that time for a child to be given the name of someone else in their family, a parent, grandparent, etc.—so the crowd is surprised when they learn that the boy is to be called “John”. What do you think might have been going through their mind at this time?

Zacharias has been “incommunicado” for at least 9 months, possibly longer. Commentators suggest he may have been deaf as well as dumb as the people seem to use sign language to communicate with him.  What are the first things that he says when his tongue is finally released?  What symbolism do you see in Zacharias’ story?

Zacharias’ hymn is called “the Benedictus”—again (like the Magnificat) because it begins (in Latin) with that word.  Read through this song of praise. What is its prime focus?  What major themes do you see?  Pick out words or concepts that seem to be repeated for emphasis here.

Yet, instead of preparing for war, Zacharias pictures a very different Messiah—and a very different role for his own son.  What kind of man might the Jews have expected from Messiah’s “first lieutenant”?   What kind of man will John be? What is the enemy do they want to be delivered from?  What enemy do they need to be delivered from?  If you had to answer these same 2 questions today, what would you say?

As always, Luke’s emphasis is about response, and yes, there is a “Lukan triangle” here. God is interacting with some faithful people (Zacharias, Elizabeth, Mary) but “others” are impacted as well—note they are joyful at first (v58) then astonished (v60) then afraid/troubled (v65). Why does Luke emphasize that?  Contrast them with Mary who was also “troubled”. 
