FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 39
Luke 23:50-24:35

Luke now recounts the aftermath of Jesus’ crucifixion.  One thing seems perfectly clear from both Luke’s narrative and that of the other gospels:  despite Jesus’ promise that He would “rise again”, the followers of Jesus had no expectation that Jesus would return to them in the near future.  They knew He was dead and expected Him to stay that way.  In recounting the various proofs required to convince the disciples, Luke, the scientist, is presenting the evidence to his world (and through his writing to you and me) that Jesus truly rose from the dead.

Read John 19:38-42.  How does his account differ from Luke’s?  Why does John include Nicodemus?  What are we told about Joseph of Arimithea?  

Why was Joseph’s action required?  (See Isaiah 53:9)  What risks did Joseph and Nicodemus take for Jesus?

Read Matthew’s account in Matthew 27:62-66.  What new information do we learn from this passage?  Contrast the behavior of the Jews with that of Jesus’ disciples.  (See also Matthew 28:11-15)

The gospels each include different details about the events of that day when the tomb was found empty—Luke emphasizes that it was the women who followed Jesus who first heard of His resurrection from the two angels.  Why would Luke emphasize this point?

What points do the angels want these women to remember?

What do you think went through the minds of Peter and John when they heard that Jesus’ body was gone?  What did they do about it?  What can we learn from them?

Read John’s account in John 20: 1-10.  How would you contrast the reactions of Peter and John from this passage?  

Luke alone recounts the story of Jesus and the two disciples along the Emmaus road.  The commentaries point out that this is a masterful bit of story-telling on Luke’s part.  How does Luke draw us into the story?  Why do you think the disciples did not recognize Jesus?

What does Jesus chastise them for?  In what way do we need to hear this same warning today?  What points about Scripture does Luke emphasize?

At what point do the disciples recognize Jesus?  What does Luke want us to learn from this?

What action do the disciples take?  How can we apply this to our lives today?

