FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 38
Luke 23: 26-49

Luke now comes to the description of Jesus’ death on the cross for the sins of the world.  As we saw in the last lesson, Luke has sped up the pace of his narrative and leaves out many of the details included in the other gospels—so it is important to note the things he thinks are most important to include.  Luke wants us to understand the last minutes of Christ’s life—that He was gracious, forgiving and focused on others right to the end of His time on this earth.  He also presents the responses of various individuals and groups as they observed the death of this man Jesus.  In describing this Luke is driving his readers to make their own conclusions about Jesus and decide what their response will be.
Luke mentions in passing that Jesus’ cross was carried by a pilgrim impressed into service by the Romans.  (See also, Matthew 27:32 and Mark 15:21) Why do you think Jesus was unable to carry His own cross?  Why does Luke include this fact here?

Read through Luke 23:27-49 and list as many different people or groups as you can find.  How would you compare or contrast their reaction to Jesus?  What does Luke want us to learn from that?

First we see the interaction of Jesus and various Jewish women who were spectators of His long walk to the hill where they crucified Him.  Commentators debate as to whether they are sincerely mourning for Him, or just caught up in the superficial spirit of the moment.  How does Jesus use this situation?  What does Luke want us to learn about Jesus from this interaction?

Next Luke describes the reactions of the crowd and the soldiers.  (See also Matthew 27: 41-43)  Why do the people react the way they do?  What is ironic (and tragic) about the taunts they fling at Jesus?  How do people make the same mistakes today?

Luke gives us the most detail about the reaction of the 2 thieves.  What does the reaction 

of each of these men teach us?  How can we reconcile Luke’s account with what Matthew tells us in Matthew 27: 38-40?  What might have changed the one thief’s mind?

The conversion of the one thief has been called the clearest example of the grace of the gospel in the Bible.  What theological truths do we learn from the interaction of this man with Jesus? List the elements of his conversion experience.  How is that important to us today?

The final reaction comes from the Roman centurion who was assigned to supervise the crucifixion.  What is his conclusion?  Why is that important to us?  We saw last week that in Jesus’ trial there were 2 witnesses to the innocence of Jesus:  Herod and Pilate.  (In Jewish law the testimony of 2 witnesses was to be considered the truth.)  Now in His crucifixion, Luke provides 2 more witnesses to Jesus’ innocence.  Who are they?

Luke wants us to understand not only the reaction of the various people who were gathered that day, but also the reaction of nature itself.  What testimony did nature give?  Why?  (See also Matthew 27: 45-53)

What is the significance of the tearing of the curtain in the temple?

Finally, list the last words of Jesus as He hung on the cross (use both the passages from Luke 23 and Matthew 27)  What does Luke want us to conclude from the way Jesus died?  How can we share that with other people?

