FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 36
Luke 22: 31-62

How are we to handle hard times and temptations?  What resources do we have?  What pitfalls do we face?  That is the theme of this section of Luke.  In it we see several people facing temptations:  Jesus, tempted to forgo the cross and its attendant suffering; Peter, tempted to deny Christ; Judas tempted to betray Christ; the disciples tempted to sleep rather than pray as Jesus requested.

Luke begins with Peter’s story.  What do we learn about temptation from Jesus’ warning?

What mistakes does Peter make?  Do you think Peter was alone in these mistakes?  (See Mark 14: 27-42)

What lessons can we, as Christians today, take from these passages?  What does Jesus mean by his comments in vv 35-38?

Now Luke presents a contrast to Peter and the disciples in their temptation by showing us Jesus as He faces His greatest temptation.  What contrasts do you see between Jesus and His disciples during this time of great stress and anxiety?

Again, Luke is writing to show us Jesus as the Savior of the world.  What do we learn about our savior from this passage?

Another contrast is seen in the disciples’ behavior here.  What did Jesus ask them to do?  Why?  Why are they unable to pray but instead keep falling asleep?

Next Luke gives us the example of Judas.  His temptation actually began somewhat earlier (see Luke 22:3); this is the fruition of Judas’ response to that temptation.  Only Luke records Jesus’ words to Judas (v 48).  Why does Jesus say this?  What does Luke want us to learn here?

At this point, the disciples ask Jesus if they should attack with swords.  We know from other gospel accounts that a multitude of people came to arrest Jesus—perhaps somewhere between a dozen and a hundred people, some of whom were professional armed soldiers—what were the disciples thinking in attacking this multitude with two swords?  How does Jesus respond? (See Matthew 26:47-52)

All 4 gospels record the fact that the slave’s ear was cut off.  Only John tells us that it was Peter who did so.  Only Luke records that Jesus reached down, picked up the ear, and healed the man.  Why does Luke include this fact?

Now Peter comes to his hour of trial, and fails miserably.  Why do you think Peter, bold enough to attack the slave of the chief priest, courageous enough to face a huge crowd with just 2 swords, now crumbles in the face of a servant girl?

How would you contrast Peter and Judas?  In what ways were they alike?  In what important ways were they different?  Why was one restored to the Lord and the other completely lost?

What things today make us tempted to deny Christ?  How are we to handle this?

