FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 35
Luke 22:1-23

Luke has concluded his discourse on the opposition of the Jewish leaders and the final teachings of Jesus in Jerusalem, and now begins his chronicle of the last events of Jesus’ earthly life.  He begins with a reference to the feast of unleavened bread or Passover.  What did this celebration mean to the Jews?  (See Exodus 12)

Why did the Jewish leaders want to wait until after the Passover to do away with Jesus?

(See Mark 14:1-2)  Why did they change their mind?  Why did God want His son sacrificed during the Passover and not after? (See John 1: 36)

What do you think it means when Luke tells us that “Satan entered into Judas”?

Did Judas have a choice or was he just a helpless pawn? (Hint: see v 22) Can you think of some reasons why Judas might have made the choice he did?  See also Genesis 4:6-10
What can we, as Christians today, learn from the example of Judas (and Cain)?  What are some resources and strategies that help us cope with temptation and sin in our lives?
· 1 Corinthians 10:11-14

· 1 John 1:5-10

What can we learn about the predetermined plans of God and the free will of men from the story of Judas?  (Again, think about v22)

What do you think about the preparations that Jesus made to have the Passover feast with His disciples?  Why was such an intricate plan required?  What do we learn about Jesus from this?

Why do you think that Jesus earnestly desired to have this feast with His disciples?  What important elements do you see in this feast?

What lessons about the practice of communion today can we learn from these verses?

See also 1 Corinthians 11: 23-25.

What do you think went through the minds of the disciples as Jesus predicted that one of them would betray Him?  How do you think verse 24 relates to verse 23?   What was behind the disciples’ concern about which of them was regarded as the greatest?  
What principles do you see in the way Jesus corrects their thinking?  How should we apply this in our own lives today? In particular, think about how we are to apply Jesus’ challenge to the disciples (verses 26-27)?

See also

· Mark 10:45

· Philippians 2:1-11

What is the significance of the promise that Jesus makes to His disciples? (verses 28-30) Do you think these promises apply to us in the church as well?
