FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 34
Luke 20: 45-21:38

This next section of Luke deals with Jesus’ warnings about “end times” but before that Luke includes one more commentary on the Jewish leaders of the day.  He gives this as a warning to His disciples but it is clear that all the people are listening, so His words are to them as well.  Luke has already recorded Jesus’ main diatribe against the scribes and Pharisees in Luke 11: 37-54.  Matthew gives an even longer condemnation of them in Matthew 23.

What were the major issues that Jesus had against the religious rulers of the day?  Why does Luke want his readers to understand these issues?  In what ways are these same things seen in the church today?  How can we avoid them?

It is hard not to see a contrast (deliberately planned by Luke) provided by the widow presented in chapter 21.  How would you compare the widow and the religious leaders from the world’s standpoint?  From God’s viewpoint?

As Jesus and His disciples were leaving Jerusalem to sleep on the Mount of Olives, they passed by the temple.  The temple of Jesus’ day was considered one of the wonders of the world.  The first temple, built by Solomon was an exceptionally beautiful building as well.  It was destroyed in 586 B.C. by the Chaldaeans.  It was rebuilt, as a simple structure, by Zerubabbel, when the Jews returned from their Babylonian captivity. Herod the Great enlarged it to a massive and artistic building complex starting in 19 B.C. and finishing in 63 A.D. (just 7 short years before the whole thing was razed by the Romans!) It was made of white marble, overlaid with silver and gold.  Josephus says that it shone like the sun.  It was located on the top of a high hill so that visitors compared it to white snow on a mountain top.    What did the temple mean to the Jews?  What do you suppose they thought about when they approached  Jerusalem and saw it blazing in the sun?

What important fact did they miss about the temple?  (Hint:  see John 4: 21-24)  

Do you think the disciples thought any differently about the temple?  (See Luke 21:5)

How about today?  Are there times when we focus on the wrong things when we think about “the temple”?  Hint:  think about the temple as represented by the church.  Then think about the temple as represented by our bodies (1 Corinthians 6:19)

The disciples do not doubt Jesus’ word in His warning about the temple.  They merely want to know when this will take place and what signs there will be beforehand.  What do you think was going through their minds at this point?

Rather than see the coming times as a tragedy, Jesus sees it as an opportunity (v13).  How does Jesus expand on this theme for the disciples?  In this time of fear: Covid, economy, etc. how might Jesus’ words apply to us?
Jesus again makes some predictions about “the end times” (see Luke 17 for His previous discussion on this).  What specific warnings and instructions does He give His followers in regards to end times?

Many of these events were fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  It was preceded by many wars and skirmishes (several revolts and insurrections in Palestine and elsewhere), political uncertainty (the suicide of Nero in 68 A.D. followed by a period in which 4 contenders sought the throne in Rome), and many natural disasters (not the least of which, the eruption of Mt Vesuvius and the destruction of Pompeii.)  Joesphus also describes a comet which appeared in the sky at about this same time and appeared over Jerusalem for some time.  In 66 A.D. Rome sent Cestius Gallus against Jerusalem but his attack was repulsed and he had to retreat.  The Jews rejoiced in their success but the Christians remembered Jesus’ word and fled as an entire community to Pella in the trans-Jordan area.  There were virtually no Christians to be found in Jerusalem when Titus led the Roman army to lay siege and ultimately to entirely destroy the city in 69-70 A.D.

In what ways do we today need to be like those early Christians?  Are there times when you are tempted to believe society’s view of the world situation rather than God’s?  Why did the temple of Jerusalem have to be destroyed?  What lessons can we learn from this today?

What practical applications (v34-38) does Jesus emphasize to his followers?  How might we appropriate these same lessons today?
