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Gospel of Luke: Lesson 31
Luke 19: 11-27

This parable is the final part of Luke’s middle section dealing with the kingdom of God and the offer of salvation to the world.  One can see why this parable was chosen to close out the section—its main themes are our accountability to God, His right to judge the world, and his grace toward those who love Him. 

An interesting fact about this story is that it had a parallel in real life that Jesus’ audience would have been very familiar with.  When Herod died in 4 B.C., his son, Archelaus, went to Rome to be installed as king in his father’s stead.  Archelaus was even more unpopular than Herod was, and the Jews sent a delegation of 50 men to oppose him before Caesar.  Because of this opposition, Archelaus was not given his full rights as king but had limited authority and position.  Who does the nobleman in Jesus’ story represent? Who are the slaves that hate him and send a delegation to oppose him?  How is this alike or different than Archelaus’ story?

Some commentators accuse Luke of merging 2 different parables into one here.  Read through a similar parable found in Matthew 25: 14-30.  What things are the same and what things are different in these 2 parables?

Read Mark 12: 1-11.  How is this parable similar?

Why do you think Luke might have expanded this particular parable?  (Hint: how does it fit with the overall theme of this section of Luke’s book?)  Yet perhaps the best explanation is that Jesus used parables over and over and changed them to suit the occasion.  How would this parable been applicable as Jesus makes his final approach to Jerusalem?

What were the master’s specific instructions as he sets out?  Which of his servants obeyed him?

Why was the third servant disobedient?  How would you compare this man with the “rogue manager” that we met in Luke 16:1-13.  What similar points do these 2 stories make?
Do you think the servant’s assessment of his master was right or wrong?  Try to find justification in the text for your answer.

How do people view God today?  Do you know people who see God as the third servant did?  How can we help them to see God differently?

Does the master agree or disagree with the third servant’s assessment of his character?

Think about the various people represented in this story.  Who do you think each represents?   What is the fate of each group?  

· The first and second servants

· The third servant

· The citizens who opposed their king

As Luke closes out this section of his book what warning does he have for the world?  How is this warning still applicable to today?

What does our Master expect of you and me while He is away? 

