FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 29
Luke 18: 18-30

This section of Luke’s gospel presents many miniature portraits of people encountering Jesus and making a decision about whether or not they will choose to enter the kingdom of God.  As Jesus has made clear, it is “within their grasp” (Luke 17:21) but has to be personally appropriated (Luke 16:16).  Luke explores the reasons that people either choose to enter or choose to walk away by telling us this series of very personal stories.

This particular encounter deals with a young man who approaches Jesus to ask Him a question.  Read through the 3 gospel accounts of this stories (Matthew 19:16-29, Mark 10: 17-39) and list as many details about this man as you can find.

Why does Jesus challenge even the greeting that the young man begins with?

What was right about his question?  What was wrong with it?

Jesus quotes from the 10 commandments—read through them (Exodus 20: 1-17).  Much is made about which commandments Jesus lists and which He omits—this may be reading too much into Jesus’ words, He may have been simply listing a few of the commandments rather than quoting the whole list.  Nevertheless, list the commandments that Jesus doesn’t mention.  Can you see any significance to them?

Notice that Jesus does not dispute that the young man has kept a “lawful life”.  Why does Jesus then challenge him to go and sell all he has and give it to the poor?

Read through 1 Timothy 6: 6-11.  What are the pitfalls of trying to get or stay rich?

Why does Jesus state that it is difficult for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God?

Do you think that Jesus makes the same challenge to us as He made to this rich young ruler?  Why or why not?

The young man walks away from Jesus—what are we told about him at this point?  What other responses might he have made (other than walking away dejectedly)?  

We have already seen that Luke intends to show us contrasts in this chapter.   Who would you contrast the rich young ruler with? (Hint—read through the entire section, chapter 18 through 19:10)

Read through Deuteronomy 30: 11-20—how does it apply here?

Why are the disciples so surprised that it is difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom of God?  What is the correct answer to the disciples’ question:  “then how can anyone be saved?”  (See Romans 9:16)

Why does Peter interject his statement here (verse 28)?  What do you think is going through his mind?  What rewards does Jesus offer him?  Note that Jesus offers rewards both in this life and in the life to come.  How are we to interpret this? 
See also Psalm 73:25-28.  In fact review the entire Psalm.  What can we learn about what we need to seek from God from this passage?  What things get in the way of this in our lives?
