FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 27

Luke 17: 20-37

The last two lessons have focused on our relationship to God—do we serve Him or do we expect Him to serve us?  Do we see Him as our sovereign Lord and Master?  Do we  respond to Him with grateful hearts regardless of the circumstances we find ourselves in?  As Jesus teaches about His second coming, these issues continue to be the key to understanding this portion of Luke’s gospel.

The Pharisees come to Jesus to ask when the kingdom of God was coming.  Why do you think they approached Jesus with this question?  What kind of kingdom were they expecting?  What kind of kingdom are we expecting??
How can Jesus say on the one hand “the kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed” (v 21) and on the other hand “just as lightning flashes out of the sky so will the son of Man be in His day” (v24)?

The commentaries debate the meaning of the Greek in verse 21.  “The kingdom of God is……”   The choices are:

· Within you

· Among you/in your midst

· Within your grasp

Which meaning do you think best fits Jesus’ teaching here?  What are some things that keep the kingdom of God from being “within our grasp”?  

The next part of Jesus’ teaching is given to the disciples, not the Pharisees.  The conceptual parallels to this passage are found in Mark 13 and Matthew 24. In those passages we see that the disciples, too, asked Jesus about when the kingdom of God would come.  Why does Jesus give them a different answer that He gave to the Pharisees? 

Scripture often talks about both the first and second comings of Jesus in the same passage and this can be confusing to sort out.  In addition, Jesus often speaks of the judgment that would come on Israel for rejecting Him in that day (specifically the destruction of Jerusalem, the Temple, and the Jewish nation by the Romans in the Jewish Wars of 70 A.D.)  with the events that would accompany His second coming. Read through each of the passages and try to assign whether it belongs to His first coming or His second coming.  Also, what are major themes you see in each of these passages about end times?

· Luke 17: 20-37

· Matthew 24: 3-51

· Mark 13: 3-37

Jesus warns his disciples that a day will come when they long to see “one of the days of the Son of man and will not see it” What does Jesus mean here?  Are there days when you long to see the return of Jesus Christ?  Why or why not?

Jesus does not give a specific set of signs to indicate his second coming but calls His disciples to an attitude of watchfulness.  As one commentary put it, “He does not want us to prepare charts, He wants us to prepare our hearts!”  To contrast this with the attitude of the world, he gives 2 familiar examples—the people in Noah’s day and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.  How are these situations like that of our world today? What are we, as Christians, to do about this?

Why does Jesus single out Lot’s wife in His warning? (See Genesis 19:17-26)

What do you think Jesus means with the cryptic remark: “where the body is, there also will the vultures be gathered” 
