FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 1

Luke 1: 1-4

Introduction

Luke, the author, contributed more verses to the New Testament than any other writer.  (Luke wrote 2157 verses vs. 2032 by Paul.) While his gospel is considered one of the Synoptic gospels (it closely parallels Matthew and Mark), 37% of the material found in Luke is not found in any of the other gospels.   Together with his companion book, Acts, Luke provides the most complete chronicle of the events surrounding Jesus and His church.  

The gospel of Luke has been described and classified in many ways.  Some see it as “the gospel to the Gentiles”, others see it as a book based on the preaching of Paul for whom Luke was a traveling companion (while Mark’s gospel was based on the preaching of Peter.) Certainly Luke writes in classical Greek, quotes the OT less and avoids Hebrew terms (e.g. using “teacher” rather than “rabbi”) but his focus is much larger than that.

Purpose

1. Jesus is God’s plan of salvation for the whole world (Jews and Gentiles)

2. The gospel is an open invitation to all (men, women, the poor, crippled, marginalized)

3. The challenge of the gospel: RESPONSE!   All people must decide who Jesus was/is.

4. The importance of evangelism: what part do we play today?

5. The importance of ethical living (the gospel constrains us to change our behavior)

6. The importance of community—Jesus did not come just to save individual men and women, but to establish a community, a people who love and serve Him.

Author: Luke

Accepted by all early church writings, dating back to 160 AD

Born in Antioch, in Syria:  probably a Gentile, possibly a “God-fearer”

Traveling companion of Paul (the “we” passages of Acts 16-23)

A physician (Colossians 4: 14):  educated, a scientist, a careful observer

Date

After 70 A.D. (? the mid-80’s)—based on predictions of fall of Jerusalem (Luke 21:20)

Before 64 A.D. (does not describe Paul’s fate or the persecutions of Nero) 

Audience

Theophilus (“one who loves God”)

Greek, noble (“most excellent Theophilus”), ? governor in the Roman empire

? a real person (vs a literary ploy)

3 stages in Luke’s writings

1. Stage I.  The promises of God:  the pre-birth, birth and early life of Jesus

2. Stage II: The earthly ministry of Jesus:  Baptism to his death on the cross

3. Stage III: The ministry of the church—from road of Emmaus to TODAY!
Main theme
To the lost family of God:  WELCOME HOME!!

Brendon Byrne S.J. has written book called the Hospitality of God which first drew my attention to this theme, most apparent in the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32).  What comes to mind when you think of the term “home”?  Do you think someone coming to our church would experience that?

Byrne notes that many of Luke’s parables and stories are told in a triangular pattern which he labels “the Lukan triangle”:
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Consider the following stories (both unique to Luke) in this context

· The story of Zaccheus Luke 19:1-10

· The prodigal son  Luke 15:1-32

Luke’s gospel begins in a way that is classic for the writings of his time but different from other gospels (or other books of the New Testament)—read through the opening verses of Acts and Luke—how are they alike or different?

What does Luke tell us, in his own introduction, about the book he has written?  Why do you think God chose a physician to do this work?

The focus of the introduction is certainty:  Luke wants to be sure that Theophilus (and subsequent readers) can be confident in the truths he is relating.  Put yourself in the position of Theophilus:  on what things might he have needed reassurance?  How about today:  what are areas where we need reassurance?  How does the gospel help?

One commentary summarizes the books of Luke and Acts in this way:  they are history, His story, and our story—why is each needed for effective evangelism? 
