FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke:  Lesson 15
Luke 9: 1-35
Chapter 9 is a pivotal section in Luke’s gospel.  He has spent some time describing to the world just how powerful the “good news” is—now he turns to a related question.  The focal point of the good news is the One to whom it points:  Jesus.  Who was He?  Luke makes 2 related and important points that are still true today:  everyone wondered about who Jesus was (from the poorest and least influential to the most powerful man in the land, Herod the king) and everyone must decide for themselves who He is.  

Jesus is getting ready to leave the region of Galilee.  His ministry is going to shift from preaching to large crowds to the intensive training and teaching of His disciples.  At this point in His ministry he calls the 12 disciples and sends them out.  Why do you suppose Jesus chooses to do this at this point in His ministry?  What preparations and instructions does Jesus give them prior to leaving?  (See also the parallel accounts in Matthew 10:5-16 and Mark 6:6-13)  Think about the following areas:

· Preparation beforehand

· Method of support during the ministry

· Leave-taking once the message had been given

What point do you think Luke is making in describing the reaction of Herod (verse 9)?  What effect does effective Christian ministry have on a community/country?

The disciples return and Jesus takes them out into the uninhabited country to rest and debrief.  Uninvited, the multitudes follow Him.  How does Jesus respond? (See also Mark 6:32-34)  How do you respond when uninvited people interrupt your private plans for some well-earned “downtime”?

As the day gets late, the disciples begin to look around at all the people—many are old and ill, they might faint on the way home if they go without food.  There are no McDonalds or AM/PM Mini-marts in the area!  They come to Jesus with a legitimate concern.  How does Jesus respond?  Why? 

This is the only miracle that is told in all 4 gospels.  Read through each account and list the things that stand out to you. (Mark 6:30-44, Matthew 14:13-21, John 6:5-14)
It is at this point Jesus turns and asks who the multitudes say He is.  The disciples respond that the multitudes think that Jesus is Elijah, Jeremiah, one of the other prophets, or possibly a resurrected John the Baptist.  From these choices, what was the crowd thinking about Jesus?   What does that tell you about Jesus? 

What did the crowds expect from Jesus?  (See also John 6:26-29)  What do people today expect to get from Jesus?  What do you expect to get from Jesus?

Now Jesus turns and confronts the disciples themselves: who do you say that I am?  Peter gives the response for all of them: “you are the Christ of God.”  Read through the parallel accounts of this confession in Matthew 16:16-18 and Mark 8:27-30.  How did Peter come by this information?  What did his confession mean to Jesus?

The very next thing Jesus begins to teach about is His imminent death and rejection.  The disciples know who He is (the Messiah) but they do not know what that means.  Jesus also calls on them to consider what confessing Him as Messiah will mean to them.  What do you suppose the disciples first had in mind when they began to think that Jesus might be the Messiah? (See Mark 10:35-45)

What does it mean to be a disciple of Christ?  What specific qualifications or challenges does Jesus give here? How are we to apply them today?  What things get in the way?  

In what ways can a person gain the whole world and forfeit his own soul?  What does our culture think about such ideas today?  How does that create conflict for a Christian?

The last event in this section of Luke’s gospel is called the Transfiguration.  Bock likens this to a “sneak preview” of coming attractions—why does Jesus want His disciples to see this?  Peter responds in his usual impetuous way.  What is right about his response?  What is wrong about it?

What does God want us to conclude from the Transfiguration?
