FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gospel of Luke: Lesson 12
Luke 7: 1-35
In the previous 2 lessons we studied Luke’s “Sermon on the Plain which addressed the character and nature of Jesus’ coming kingdom, in particular, the characteristics of the people who enter that kingdom.  Luke now goes on the tell us of several events that further our understanding of this kingdom.  Some have said that Jesus’ miracles are “audiovisual displays” of great spiritual truths.  

First consider the centurion.  From the text, describe this man.  What kind of man do you think he was?  What things might have kept him from asking Jesus for help?   What things, today, keep us from asking Jesus’ help?

What is it about this man that really gets Jesus’ attention?   (What things about Jesus does this centurion understand?)  What do we learn about Jesus from this?
Read through Matthew’s account of this story (Matthew 8: 5-13).  The obvious difference in the 2 stories is the meeting of the centurion and Jesus (Matthew implies they met face-to-face and Luke has them meeting through a delegation of Jews.) There are a couple of ways to resolve this conflict: in the ancient world the meeting through a delegation was considered the same as meeting face-to-face.  Or it may have been that, in his anxiety for his servant, the centurion follows the delegation to add his personal plea before Jesus.  But the real difference between the 2 accounts is the audience that was intended to be reached—in Matthew’s case, the Jews, in Luke’s case, the Gentiles.  What does Matthew’s account have to say to Jews?  Why do you think he might have left the Jewish delegation out of his story?   What does Luke’s account have to say to Gentiles?

Next consider the healing of the son of the widow of Nain.  Compare this woman with the Roman centurion in the healing we just looked at.  How are they alike?  How are they different?  What qualities about Jesus do we see in this story?

The people are gripped with fear and say, “a great prophet has arisen among us”.  They are likely thinking of the similarity of this miracle with 2 other Old Testament miracles associated with powerful prophets of God.  Read through the following 2 accounts and consider: how are these similar to what Jesus did?  How are they different?

· 1 Kings 17: 17-24

· 2 Kings 4: 8-37

Luke next turns back to the story of John the Baptist.  When last we left John he was languishing in Herod’s prison for telling the truth (publically) about Herod’s sinful behavior.  Do you think he was right or wrong to do so?
Think about John’s position. He is Jesus’ own cousin, he has faithfully served God, he is a priest of God, he is awaiting the Messiah—yet, he is in prison (and soon to lose his life!)  If you were in John’s position, would you be doubting God?   What does John do when he has doubts?  And think about the opposite question: what doesn’t John do?  What can we learn from this?

What do you note in the way that Jesus responds to John?  (Again think about this: what does Jesus do, what doesn’t Jesus do?)    Jesus quotes from Isaiah (see Isaiah 35:5-6 and 61:1-3).  Why does He do this?  Why doesn’t Jesus just come out and say “Yes, John, I am the Messiah”?

What observations does Jesus make about John the Baptist in the next few verses (24-28)?  Why do you think He does so?  In what sense are those in the kingdom of God (you and me!) greater than John the Baptist?  (See verse 28)

Darrell Bock calls the next part (verses 32-35) the parable of the “brats”.  What do we learn from this story?

There appear to be 4 groups of people described in this passage.  Think about each group.  How are they alike? How are they different?  What do we learn from each?

1. Those baptized by John (verse 29)

2. Those who were not baptized by John (verse 30)

3. Those who had entered the kingdom of God (verse 28)

4. John and his disciples (verse 19)

What is meant by Jesus’ conclusion:  “Wisdom is proved right by all her children”? 
