FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
James: Lesson 2

James 1:12-27

The book of James is an intensely practical one.  Unlike Hebrews, which contained a lot of fairly dense theology, James reads more like a primer on living your faith out in the world.  Some have compared it to the Sermon on the Mount—and there is no question that James was heavily influenced by teaching of his half-brother Jesus!  One wonders if James, while not a believer while Jesus was on earth, did not hang around his older brother and absorb His teachings firsthand.  But it would be mistake to conclude that there is no theology in the book of James—it is there and clearly underlies everything he teaches.  Similarly some have claimed that the gospel is also not present in the book—but this is also untrue.  James intersperses it in the midst of his very practical application points.  We will therefore watch for what I am calling “gospel nuggets” as we proceed with the study of this book.

In the first half of chapter 1 James encourages us to expect various kinds of trials.  How does he  want us to handle them?  What resources do we need (and have) in order to face these trials?

Verse 12 is what is called a hinge verse:  it applies equally to the verses that come before it and the verses that follow.  What comes to mind when you think about the term “crown of life”?  Does that mean we are just in the Christian life for the rewards we can reap?
As James thinks about the place of trials, temptations and tests in our lives (the Greek word for all of these is the same and we decide which English word to use based on the context) it occurs to him that some might blame God for temptations. (“He set me up to fail, how can He blame me”)  How does James respond to this?

How would you describe the temptation process as outlined by James?  Note that he uses hunting or fishing analogies (snares, lures, traps).  How does this work for him here? What is the outcome of temptation if we yield to it? How would you contrast being tempted by something and lusting after something?  Note that lust has a child and a grandchild.  What are they?
James encourages his audience not to be deceived (verse 16).  Who deceives us about lust and sin?  (Hint:  there is MORE than one answer here!)

The exhortation in verse 16 may also apply to how we see God.  Is he a cosmic killjoy just waiting for us to screw up so he can pounce on us?  Does he truly set us up to fail?  Our perceptions about God are crucial here because trials, tests and temptations do tempt us to doubt the character of God (if we are honest)!  What does James want us to understand about God?

Gospel Nugget # 1:  found in verse 18!  How does God rescue us from the cycle of lust, sin and death?  See also Ephesian 2:1-9 and Romans 5:6-10.

Next James has practical instructions about speaking and listening.  Why does he relate this to anger as well?  What is the problem with anger?  (See also Ephesians 4:26-27, Proverbs 17:14)

Finally James exhorts us to put aside moral filth and wickedness.  Gospel Nugget # 2:  How exactly do we accomplish this?  What is the actual source of our salvation?

While James unquestionably believes in salvation by grace and the finished work of Jesus, he does not want us to leave it there.  He draws a distinction between those who hear the word and those who do the word.  What challenges does he make?  How do we apply this in our lives? 
