FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Hebrews: Lesson 8

Hebrews 6:13-7:10

The author of Hebrews now resumes his intended discourse, started in 5:1-10, in which he introduced the idea that Christ is our great High Priest, not of an earthly line, that of Levi, but of a different line, that of Melchizedek.  His overall purpose is to present Jesus as superior to any earthly high priest, and the superiority of His priesthood over the existing priesthood of Israel. Realizing that his teaching was going to get more complicated and require more effort to understand, he took a diversion (5:11-6:12) to challenge his readers about the immaturity of their faith, their understanding of doctrine, and the danger of neglecting the important truths of who Jesus really is.  Do you think such a challenge/warning might be appropriate for the church today?  Why or why not?

The writer has already alluded to the fact that we are descendants of Abraham (see 2:16-18) but what does that really mean?  Who is he referring to?  What difference should that make in their lives?  To answer those questions he reminds his audience of the promise made to Abraham which was reiterated several times in the book of Genesis.  The promise was first given in Genesis 12:1-3.  What was Abraham asked to do?  What did it require of him?  What promises were given by God at this point?  When did Abraham see these promises fulfilled?  

Why might the author want to remind his target audience of this fact?  How about us today? 
God reiterated this promise in Genesis 22:1-18. (Note this is where God uses the phrase “By myself I have sworn” which is the same wording our author uses.)  What did the intended sacrifice of Isaac mean to Abraham?  Exactly how was his faith demonstrated in this event? (See also Hebrews 11:17-19)

Note that God swears an oath here.  What does the idea of swearing an oath bring to mind?  What are the components of a human oath and why do we make them?  

Think about Jesus’ prohibition of swearing oaths (see Matthew 5:33-37.)  What is His point here?  If God is the embodiment of integrity and truth, why would He need to take an oath?  What things does He want to remind humankind of?
What are the “2 unchangeable things” referred to in 6:18?  What effect should they have in our lives today?  Note the use of words here: hope, encouragement, refuge, firm, steadfast, secure.  The author likens this to an “anchor for the soul”.  What word picture does this evoke?
Jesus is again referred to as our “forerunner” or “pilot” within the veil.  What does the veil make reference to?  What peace, hope and confidence does this give us? (Refer back to 4:16) 

Finally in chapter 7 the writer returns for Melchizedek.  There are only 2 references in the Old Testament about this mysterious figure.  Read through each and write down what we are told about him.
· Genesis 14:17-24 (skim through the whole chapter for context)

· Psalm 110:4-10 (again read the whole psalm for context)

The writer makes reference to the significance of his name (from Melek = king, and sedeq = righteousness) and his place of origin—he is the king of Salem (shalom = peace).  He is not saying that Melchizedek had no mother, father or offspring, or that he lived forever, he is using the fact that the Old Testament has no record of any of that.  Melchizedek comes out of nowhere, unexpectedly and is declared an eternal priest of the most High God, on the basis of God’s word alone.  How does this relate to the point that the author wants to make about Jesus?
How does the author make the point that the priesthood of Melchizedek is greater than that of Levi?
