FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 7

Hebrews 5:11-6:12

In the first 10 verses of chapter 5 the author of Hebrews continues the theme of the superiority of Jesus Christ.  In these verses He is presented as superior to the High Priest, indeed to the entire system of the priesthood, something that would be a significant point to people considering leaving their faith in Jesus and returning to the law and sacrificial system of the Jews.  Not only is Jesus infinitely superior to any high priest, His priesthood comes from a completely different line: not the line of Aaron/Levi but from Melchizedek, a concept the author introduces in verse 10.  But before finishing that thought (which he will take up again in chapter 7) he makes a diversion to challenge his readers to take a spiritual inventory and to think about the perils of falling away from Jesus.  This next section (6:4-8) contains some of the most challenging, debated and anxiety-provoking verses that can be found in the Bible. 

What does the author give as his reason for this “diversion”?  What comes to mind when you think of taking a “spiritual inventory”?  What are some times in our spiritual lives when this would be a good idea?
The writer uses the picture of solid food vs. milk to underscore his point.  In what ways might we, in the church today, be more accustomed to milk instead of a heartier meal?

How specifically does the author suggest that they (we!) progress from mild to solid food?  What do you think is meant but “training in righteousness” (v 13)?  Note that in the Greek this is better translated “word of righteousness” and as such he may be pointing back to his discussion about the word of God in 4:12.  

What do you think about the challenge to be “trained to discern good from evil”?  What things promote that in our lives?  What things get in the way?

In chapter 6 the reader is challenged to “press on”.  What comes to mind when you think of a “full court press”?  Yet the interesting thing is that the verb in the Greek is in the passive form, indicating we are “borne along” rather than doing it on our own.  What is required of us is surrender to this process?  What comes to mind as you think about applying this?
Some see the “elemental” instructions to be about conversion/salvation:  repentance, trusting in God for salvation, baptism and resurrection.  (vv1-2), though the mention of washings may refer to the ceremonial washings practiced by the Jews.  We might expect the author to review all this, since he has just said they have not grasped these primary issues.  Instead he takes his own advice and “presses on”.  Does this mean that these elemental issues are unimportant?  Or that we should not take time to review them (often!) in our spiritual journey?
Instead the author pushes on to really challenge their thinking about the consequences of “falling away”.  It strikes to the heart of our reformed theology about “the perseverance of the saints” or eternal security.  Can a person lose his or her salvation?  To begin, how are these “backsliders” described? (Look at the descriptors below.  Would you say these are believers or non-believers?  Why?)
· Enlightened

· Tasters of the heavenly gift

· Sharers in the Holy Spirit

· Tasters of the Word of God and power of the coming age

Why does the author think it is impossible to bring such people back to repentance?  What is their position in regards to Jesus at this point?  What are the consequences of that?  (Think about how this point may relate to “blaspheming the Holy Spirit”, another challenging concept. See Matthew 12:31-32)
As one commentator points out—how you interpret these verses will depend on your theology prior to coming to these verses.  Some say those who fall away were never Christians in the first place (they only “tasted” the heavenly gift but did not completely commit to it.)  Others believe these backsliders come close to losing their salvation but are not actually lost (v 8 “close to being cursed.”)  Still others think the verse about infertile ground refers back to Isaiah 5 in which the picture is not individual believers but the church (here possibly the church in Rome).  See Revelation 2:1-5.  But at the end of the day let us consider the conclusion of the author himself (verses 9-12).  Does he think his audience has lost their salvation?  What does he challenge them to do?
