FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Hebrews: Lesson 6

Hebrews 4:14-5:10

The author of Hebrews gives passionate exhortations throughout his letter/sermon which speak to us today as forcefully as it did to its original audience.  This is emphasized by the writer with his repeated use of the word “today”.  It challenges us to think every day about the position we afford Jesus Christ in our lives.  Is He a daily presence in the way we live our lives?  Or merely a “fire insurance” policy that we took out many years ago?  In 4:12-13 we are given a stern warning: we are accountable to God who sees all parts of our lives, including thoughts and motivations—more clearly than we see them ourselves.  But there is good news as well:  the word of God is sharp and penetrating and is wielded by someone who wants to restore us, not punish us!

Hebrews 4:14-16 is seen by many commentators as the key verses of the entire book.  It is also a “hinge” between what has gone before—presenting the superiority of the obedient and perfect Son—to what is coming next—a long discussion of Jesus has our perfect High Priest (and therefore superior to any human high priest that ever existed.)  
What is the significance of Jesus having “passed through the heavens”?  Why does the author use the term “Jesus the Son of God”.  (Hint:  Think of the superior name that Jesus is given which was referenced in 1:4).  What qualities of Jesus are emphasized in the final verses of chapter 4 (vv 14-16)? 

What specific exhortation is the author making in these verses?  How can we apply them daily in our lives?

We are asked to hold fast our confession, or profession, of faith.  How do we accomplish this?  In what ways do we profess our faith on a daily basis?  What would your neighbors or coworkers conclude about your “profession”?

What is the significance of the fact that we can approach the throne of grace boldly (or with confidence?)  Think of the story of Queen Esther:  what was  the risk of approaching her husband’s throne without having been called there? (See Esther 4:11).  How would you compare and contrast Esther’s situation with ours?  How often do you avail yourself of this opportunity?

Note that the author appears to make a distinction between grace and mercy.  How would you define and contrast those 2 words?  What do you think the author means by the term “in our time of need”?  What was their time of need?  What is ours?
Now the author moves on to a discussion of high priests in general and Jesus as our high priest in particular.  What are the 4 qualifications of a high priest as listed in 5:1-4?

Most commentaries believe that though the High Priest had many sacrificial duties the principal thing that the author is referring to is the Day of Atonement, a time that occurred just once a year.  Read Leviticus 16:1-25.  What did the Day of Atonement do for the people of Israel?  For the high priest himself?  
We have seen that the High Priest had to be called by God, not men.  Aaron was called by God to be the high priest (see Exodus 28:1).  How is Jesus’ call alike or different? (Hint: the priests were to come from Aaron’s line, the tribe of Levi.  Jesus, however, was from the line of Judah.)
What does the author list as Jesus’ qualifications to be our high priest?  

Most commentators see in the description of Jesus’ suffering a reference to the garden of Gethsemane. (See Matthew 26:36-46 and Luke 22:39-46.)  In what sense was Jesus “heard”?  The author uses terms like “learned obedience” and “made perfect”—does this mean that Jesus was somehow imperfect or found lacking before?
What is the “bottom line” for us in the suffering and submission of Jesus? (v 9)

Peter calls us “a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:4-10).  Reread Hebrews 5:1-3 and think about how we might apply these verses—not to Jesus as our perfect high priest—but to ourselves as His priests today. 
