FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 24

Hebrews 13:9-25

The last chapter of Hebrews is focused on very practical application of the deep theological arguments the author as made over the past 12 chapters.  His “take home message” applies both to how we live in community with others (vv 1-4) as well as the attitudes and commitments we make as individuals (vv 5-8).  It challenges all of us!  Is Jesus the sole source of stability in our lives?  Is He the compass by which we set every aspect of the course of our lives?  And if not, why not?  Where could we say that He has failed us??

In his final exhortations, our author tells us not to be carried away by “varied and strange teachings”.  What is the appeal of “new and improved” teachings today?  What is our protection against such heresy? (Hint: see verse 8!)

We are exhorted to let our hearts be strengthened by grace, rather than new “modern” revisions of the gospel.  Let’s be honest:  we all need grace but sometimes grace is a stumbling block to the practicing Christian.  Can you think of examples of this?  What can make grace seem unattractive as we progress in the Christian life?  (Think of the example of the older brother in the story of the prodigal son.  Luke 15:11-32)
See Paul’s commentary on this in Philippians 3:7-14.  As we become more “successful” in 

the Christian life, we can depend less on grace and more than our own performance.  How can 

Paul’s words help our thinking in this respect?

Our author cannot resist one more piece of theology based on Old Testament imagery.  Why 

does He picture Christ suffering “outside the camp?”  What does it mean to us as individuals to

go outside the gate bearing the reproach of Christ?  What are some practical ways by which we 

demonstrate this today?

The “reproach of Jesus” might seem threatening to some and undesirable to others but eternal

life is found there (not back in the “temple” practicing “religion”!)  As he thinks about these 

things, what specific exhortations does the writer leave us with? (vv15-17)
At this point the author (obviously known to his audience) asks for their prayers.  What specific 

things does he ask for?  What can we learn from this?

He brings the letter to a close with a benediction (vv 20-21).  What are the main points he makes 

here?

What final notes does he make? (see vv 22-25).  Again what practical application can we make

from his final words? 

