FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 21

Hebrews 12:13-17
This section continues the strong exhortation that the author of Hebrews is making to his target audience.  Although much is unknown about the exact situation they were facing we can surmise some of their problems from the things that the author is encouraging/exhorting them about.  So far he has challenged them to think about God’s unfailing faithfulness, fix their eyes on Jesus and follow the example that he set.  Next he has encouraged them not to fall away during tough times but rather to see each situation as an opportunity to learn discipline from the Lord. What comes to mind when you think about having a “disciplined response”?  What things make it tough to respond in that way?

We all face various hardships and difficulties in life but there are three situations that really challenge our ability to “stay the course” and to choose a godly response.  Consider each of the scenarios below.  Have you experienced this?  What helped you cope?  What lessons did you learn?

· Unmet expectations

· Perceived injustice

· Sense of hopelessness

In verses 14-17 there are several rapid fire application points. The first is to seek peace with all people.  What comes to mind when you think about pursuing peace with everyone?  Do you think this is really possible? What things get in our way?  Why would this be so important to the Hebrew Christians in their specific situation?

Consider also:

· Romans 12:17-21

· Romans 14:19-21

Next is the exhortation to seek holiness (sanctification).  What comes to mind when you think about this process?  Our writer seems to link this exhortation with the one above (seeking peace with all people.)  How do those 2 things relate to each other?
The next set of exhortations link falling short of the grace of God, allowing a root of bitterness to cause trouble, and finally being godless and immoral.  If grace is infinite (see Lamentations 3:22-25) and free, how is it that we can “come up short” concerning it? See also James 4:6
How does bitterness “spring up” in our lives?  What affect does it have on community and our ability to live in peace with all people?

Finally we are warned against being “godless and immoral” like Esau.  (Note: NIV renders this “sexually immoral” which certainly could be correct give the Greek used here—yet it is interesting that the Old Testament does not really record this particular sin in Esau’s life nor does our author list inappropriate sexual activity in the example he uses here.)  Read Esau’s story in Genesis 25:27-34.  What do we learn about him?  How does this part of the story relate to what the book of Hebrews is trying to teach us? (How did Esau “fall short of grace”?)
As we know, Jacob and Rebekah conspired to deceive Isaac and appropriate the blessing that Esau had already sold to Jacob.  Read Genesis 27:30-41.  What do you see in Esau’s response to Jacob’s deception?  (Think about the author’s exhortation not to allow a root of bitterness to arise.  How is Esau’s story an example of this?)
Finally, we are told that Esau could not find a place of repentance even though he sought it with tears.  This has led many to think that Esau somehow committed an unpardonable sin.  But on careful examination of the story, what did Esau seek with tears?  Did he receive a blessing from God?  Why then did Esau choose to respond the way he did? (Genesis 27:41)?  What other responses could he have chosen?
Why do you think that Esau found it impossible to repent?  How is this (again) falling short of the grace of God?  How should be apply this part of the story to our lives?
