FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 16

Hebrews 11:1-16

As we have seen, this portion of the book of Hebrews is dedicated to eliciting a response from the audience, a personal application for the theological truths that have been shared up to this point.  The author “pulls out all the stops” in doing this, using positive commands/exhortations, negative commands/stern warnings, and encouragement based on past performance.  In this chapter he uses a fourth technique for getting people to respond to a message:  that of stirring examples from the past.  Watching other people, having heroes that we seek to emulate, is an important part of how we grow and develop as human beings. (Think of the little boy who says “I want to grow up to be just like you, dad!”)  So the author uses this technique brilliantly—in a long, lyrical passage which provides example after example of people who clung to their faith regardless of the situation they found themselves.  Chapter 11 has been called the Hebrews Heroes’ Hall of Fame…or Hall of Faith and is as stirring today as it must have been to the original readers.
His main thesis is to “hold fast our confession of faith” (10:23) but what does this really mean? What is faith anyway??  Our author defines it for us in the first verse of chapter 11.  How would you paraphrase (in modern language) what the author is trying to convey?

Scripture often references the difference between walking by sight and walking by faith.  What does that mean in practical terms in our daily life?  See 2 Corinthians 5:6-9.

What is the very first step of faith? (Hint: 11:3)  How do people deny this today?  What are some of the implications of believing/accepting that God is our Creator?  See Romans 1:18-23.
The first example of faithful living is the contrast between Cain and Abel.  Read their story in Genesis 4:1-12.  Note we are not really told why Abel’s sacrifice was superior to Cain’s (yes, I know, Abel offered a blood sacrifice and Cain did not—but the verses do not make this distinction!)  What is the real difference between Cain and Abel?

The next example is Enoch and his story (Genesis 5:18-24) is brief in the extreme!  Why would our author use him as an example?  What does he want us to learn from his example?

The central idea in Enoch’s story is that the single thing we can say about his life is that he was “pleasing to God”.  What comes to mind when you think about pleasing someone?  How about God in particular?  How does our author’s definition of what pleases God (v 6) help our understanding of this?

Noah is the third example of faithful (or faith-filled) living.  Read his story in Genesis 6:5-22.  How does the story of Noah help our understanding of living by faith?  How do you think the people of that day saw Noah? (Keep in mind that up to this time it had never rained…or flooded…on the earth.)  Bible scholars debate exactly how long it took Noah to build the ark but it was probably several decades.  What is the lesson here for us?
Abraham is the next (and possibly the greatest) example of faith.  For what specifically does our author commend him?  (Read Genesis 12:1-8)  What can we learn from Abraham’s decision to follow God “into the unknown”?  What does this require from us if we are to do the same?  What things get in our way?
What does it mean to live “as an alien or stranger” in this world?  To seek a city whose architect and builder is God?
The final example in this section is Sarah (and Abraham).  The dilemma is that Abraham  (and Sarah) had been promised multiple times that they would have numerous descendants (Genesis 12:2, 15:5-7, 17:1-8) Why do you think the covenant promises were repeated?  In what ways do we struggle with believing in and living by God’s seemingly unfulfilled promises in our lives?  What missteps did Abraham and Sarah make along the way?  What can we learn from this?

Why was God not ashamed of people like Abraham and Sarah?  What does the author have to say about the choices that they made? (vv 13-16)
