
FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 15

Hebrews 10:26-39

In these verses our author continues in the practical application section of his sermon/book as he seeks to exhort his readers to apply the theology he has given them.  If you think about it, there are various ways of getting someone to act on the things that you have told them:  positive commands (“do this”, “try this”), negative commands/warnings (“don’t do this, you’ll be sorry if you do”), encouragements based on past performance and finally positive or challenging examples to follow.  The author uses ALL of these techniques to reach his audience.  In the last lesson we saw mostly positive commands: Let us draw near to God; Let us hold fast our confession of faith; Let consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds. OK, there was one negative command in there: “let us not give up meeting together”, but nothing like the “negative command” or warning to come in the next few verses, some of the most challenging verses in the whole letter!  To quote F.F. Bruce: “this passage was destined to have repercussions in Christian history beyond what our author could have foreseen!”  It deals with the problem of “post-baptismal sin”.  Do we, as cleansed empowered believers fall into sin?    It again touches on the debate of whether or not we can lose our salvation.  This is not new to this letter.  The author has dealt with this idea in 2:1-3 and 6:4-8.  Compare these verses with the section we are studying in this lesson.  What commonalities do you see?
Do Christians continue to sin after being saved?  Of course they do!  Consider the following verses:

· Romans 7:14-8:1

· 1 John 1:6-2:2

So how do we reconcile the above verses with what the author is trying to teach us?  Some draw a distinction by the word “sin deliberately” or “sin willingly”.  Some see a reference to Numbers 15:27-31.  The distinction is between those who stumble and those who “radically rebel again the Word of God.” How would you draw a distinction between these 2 types of sinning?

Our author is making a familiar argument:  from lesser to greater.  If those who disobeyed the old covenant experienced punishment and consequences, how much more for those who “disobeyed” the new covenant?  But what does it mean to “disobey” the new covenant?  One early Christian theologian taught that you could sin deliberately one time after conversion but that was it!  However is that consistent with the overwhelming message of Hebrews—that we have a high priest who sympathizes with our weakness and always lives to make intercession for us?  No! So let us look at the clues that the author leaves us to consider.  This sin, for which there is no reparation is characterized by 3 things:
· Trampling the Son of God under foot

· Treating as unholy the blood of the covenant that sanctified you

· Insulting the Spirit of grace

What comes to mind when you think of these things?  See also Mark 3:28-30
Whatever our conclusion about the kind of sin the author is referring to, one thing is clear: we should not be casual in our view of sin! Note the words that the author uses in pressing this point in verses 30-31.  What comes to mind when you think of the fact that we will answer to a “living” God?

The idea of committing our fate to the hands of a living God reminds us of a choice that David once made in 2 Samuel 24:12-14.  How might this help in our understanding of this passage?

Now the author turns to another method of evoking a response from his audience—that of encouragement based on past performance.  What points does he make about these people?
It is not clear exactly what persecutions the author is referring to.  Some see this as related to the persecution of the Jews when they were kicked out of Rome in AD 49.  Many suffered looting and loss of property during this eviction.   This included Christian Jews as evidenced by the fact that Priscilla and Aquila were kicked out of Rome at this time (Acts 18:2).   But now, as the heat continued and was more particularly directed at Christians, some of these Jewish Christians were tempted to leave Christianity for the “safety” of Judaism.  In what ways are we tempted to “cave” to avoid persecution today?  How might the author’s message help us?

How do we receive truth? Guthrie, in his commentary draws the following ways that we receive conviction about our beliefs and actions.  Think about each “quadrant” and try to fill in the boxes
What things make it easier to adhere to or ignore the messages from each of these boxes?
Divine
	?
	The Word of God

	?
	?


Human

Internal





External








