FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 14

Hebrews 10:19-25
With these verses the author has finally closed out his section on Jesus as our great High Priest and sacrifice for our sins, and begins the final section of the book which is primarily application points for the theology he has so elegantly presented up to this point.  In particular this passage is referred to by the term “hortatory”, a less-used English word which means to exhort, encourage, urge or stimulate.  Our author starts by making 3 imperatives or commands which we shall study in this lesson:

1. Let us draw near to God

2. Let us hold fast our confession of faith

3. Let us not forsake our fellowshipping together

We shall look at each of these in turn, but first note the way the writer begins this section (vv19-22) and compare it to the verses which opened this entire section (4:14-16).  He is using a literary technique called an “inclusio” which can be compared to parentheses or bookends, like punctuation, which draws attention to everything that lies between them.  Compare these 2 passages and write down the similar words and concepts that you see in each.  How would these “set off” or emphasize the material found between them? (Chapters 5-10)
He begins this section with the word “therefore” (v19) which is his way of encouraging us to sum up what we have read before and move on to its application.  He uses the word confidence in both of our “bookend passages” and by way of review, contrast the confidence we have in approaching the “holy of holies” with that of the High Priest in Israel’s desert-wandering times.  What things stand in the way of having this kind of confidence?  How do we combat this?
How has the way to God changed for us?  What caused that change?  Note the author uses 2 references here—the first was to the veil in the temple which separated the holy place (for the priests) and the holy of holies where the High Priest could go infrequently and carefully/fearfully.  The second is a reference to the sacrifice of Jesus and he uses both the terms “blood” and “body” to describe this.  How do each apply here?
The first exhortation is to draw near to God.  The author gives us some guidelines as to the manner in which, or the state in which we are to draw near.  What are they?

What does it mean in practical terms to draw near to God?  What things promote this in our lives?  What things get in the way?  (See also James 4:6-10.)

Note the imagery our author uses:  our hearts are “sprinkled” and our bodies “washed”.  Many see this as a reference to baptism (no, this is not a proof text in the sprinkling vs. immersion debate!) or it may refer to the Old Testament practices of sprinkling blood on the altar for remission of sins.  What would take the place of that today?  What does it require from us? (Hint 1 John 1:6-10)  He may have baptism in mind in the term “our body washed with pure water” but it fits more with the context that he is thinking about the ceremonial washing that the High Priest had to do on the Day of Atonement, or the red heifer ceremony that we studied previously (Numbers 19:1-11.)  Either view can be found in the commentaries, but how does baptism work here for what the writer is trying to say?

The second exhortation is to hold fast to our confession.  Recall that we studied this back in 2:1-4 and 3:1).  What is the “confession” that we are to hold on to?  What are the ways that we make such a confession?  How do we maintain this? In what ways can we be prone to wavering or waffling?

The final exhortation is expressed in negative terms—something we are not to do: forsaking our assembling together.  But there is a positive command in there as well!  What instructions does he give us for the way we are to be as we assemble (v24)?  Does this describe your church experience?  Why or why not?
The command to “spur one another on” or “stimulate one another” is the Greek work paroxysmos, which is where we get the word “paroxysm” today and usually is used in a negative context both in Greek and in English. The only other place this word is used in the New Testament is to describe the “sharp disagreement” that Paul and Barnabas had over taking Mark (“the quitter”) on their missionary journey. (Acts 15:39)  Why does the author use this word? How might we apply it?

The writer warns them to assemble, encourage and spur one another on especially as they “see the Day approaching”.  What day do you think he has in mind?  Some people think he means the end times before Jesus’ return (skim through Mark 13 for Jesus’ discussion of this.)  Other people think (in view of the fact that the author comments on the things his audience can see) that he means the events preceding the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.  Finally, some see this as a reference to the wait between the first and second comings of Jesus—far longer than any of the early believers anticipated.  In this case the translation might be “encourage each other as you don’t see the day approaching”.  In any case, how does regular fellowship protect us during such times?  What things get in the way of obeying this command? 
