FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 13

Hebrews 10: 1-18
In this chapter the author wraps up in comparison of the old and new covenants which he has discussed over the past few chapters.  He has come at this issue from various angles—contrasting the existing system of the priesthood with the perfect priesthood of Jesus, the earthly tabernacle, a pale shadow of the tabernacle found in heaven and the system of sacrifices—blood of goats and bulls vs. the freely offered life of Jesus which covers all of our sins forever. In this chapter he reviews these issues one final time before moving on to practical applications for his readers.
He begins by observing that the Law (and by this he means all of the Old Testament instructions contained in the first 5 books of the Bible) is just a shadow of good things to come.  What comes to mind when you think of a shadow?  In regards to “good things to come”, specifically how is the “law” of the new covenant superior to the old Law? (See 8:10)
The ultimate goal is to “make perfect those who draw near to worship”.  What comes to mind when you think about being “perfect”?  See Jesus’ comment on this in Matthew 5:43-48.  (Keep in mind the word translated “perfect” here can also be translated as “mature” or “complete”)

What are the things that keep people from drawing near to worship our Holy God?

The idea or becoming mature or complete could be applied to fruit ripening.  Think about how we might apply this in our lives. (What is “ripening” in your life??)
· Galatians 5:16-26
· John 15:4-8
So we see that the command to be perfect is not a call to human effort, but rather a call to abiding in the powerful love and acceptance of Jesus.  The author reiterates a point he has made previously:  if the law were effective at eradicating sin in our lives it would have done so by now!  He spells it out in no uncertain terms: “it is impossible for the blood of goats and bulls to take away sins”! (The word here is aphaireo and means a decisive, perpetually effective cleansing.) While this may seem like a challenge to everything the Jews believed at that time, Jewish history records the fact that many priests and rabbis understood that the sacrificing of animals was not a way to cleanse people from sin.  Consider the following Old Testament passages:  how to each support this idea?
· 1 Samuel 15:22

· Psalm 50:8-10, Psalm 51:16-17

· Hosea 6:6

· Isaiah 1: 11-18

But the writer of Hebrews does not use any of these passages to support his teaching.  Instead he turns to Psalm 40:6-10.  How is this passage alike or different from those listed above?

In using this Psalm the author shows how it points to the coming of Christ, our Messiah.  Seeing the Psalm in that light, what do we learn about the Messiah from it?  How did Jesus fulfill this in His earthly ministry?

So the author comes full circle in his arguments, now reminding them of the contrast between the priests offering animal sacrifices and Jesus offering—not his blood, but his body.  How did Jesus do this?  In what ways does He call upon all of us to do the same thing?  (See Romans 12:1)
As he finishes this part of his discourse, the author returns once again to Psalm 110 (which he has already alluded to or quoted several times).  What is the significance of the verse he quotes (Psalm 110:1)?  What “enemies” do you think the author has in mind?

It is crucial to understand the correct translation of verse 14!  He states that we have been perfected (past tense) for all times and are being sanctified (present perfect tense, meaning an ongoing process.)  How would you explain this to an unsaved loved one or friend without using a lot of Bible words?
