FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Hebrews: Lesson 11

Hebrews 9:1-14
In this chapter the author continues to comparison between the old religious system (identified in chapter 8 with the old covenant) and the new, superior religious system inaugurated by our incomparable savior, Jesus Christ.  The point of a covenant is to establish a relationship between 2 parties—in the case of both of these covenants, between God and mankind.  The first covenant involved an earthly tabernacle, animal sacrifices and rules for worship.  The writer expands on those ideas as they apply to and are replaced by the elements of the new covenant which are infinitely superior.  He mentions 3 different elements:  the place of the offering (heaven vs earth); the blood offered (animals’ vs Jesus’ blood) and finally the repetitiveness of the offering (continuously vs once forever.)
Verse 1 makes a salient point that would have been obvious to the people of that day:  the worship of God has rules.  How is that something less familiar to people today?

Note that the author uses the original tabernacle to discuss the old covenant worship rather than the temple that existed in his day.  Why would he do this? (Hint: how were the instructions about the tabernacle given to them?)  Skim Exodus 25-26.  What is the take-home message about the tabernacle from these instructions?

The author does not cover every detail, but it is interesting what things he chooses to focus on.
What do you note about the things he mentions here?

He tells us that the manna, Aaron’s rod and the stone tablets were kept in the ark of the covenant (it is interesting that only here, in all of Scripture, is this detail mentioned.)  What is the significance of these particular things?  What is the author reminding his audience (and us) of?
· The mercy seat    Exodus 25:22

· The manna    Exodus 16:32-36

· Aaron’s rod (which budded)  Numbers 17:1-7

· The stone tablets   Exodus 31:18, Exodus 9:9-17

Our author does not want to get caught up in all these details (verse 5!) but what does he emphasize about the tabernacle worship in vv 6-8?

As one commentator puts it—all these old Testament details can seem irrelevant and perhaps boring to us today—but consider the following thoughts about this material:  are we free to worship in any way that we please?  Who determines how God may be approached? (Hint: it is not us)   What is the main thing that keeps us separated from God? (Hint: it is not a curtain or veil, however thick!)  Instead of complaining about this, let us praise our God who constantly sought a way to help us to relate to Him (the point of worship!!)  

The main idea here is that it is not God who keeps us separated from Himself—it is our own conscience.  See Genesis 3:6-13.  How did the same problem apply to the readers of Hebrews in the first century?  How about to us today?
How does Christ make a difference in this cycle of guilt/shame, repentance, repeat offenses?

See also

· Romans 8:31-39

· 1 John 1:9

· 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
