FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 8

Genesis 6:9-8:22

The account of Noah, the ark, and the flood is perhaps the most famous story in the whole Bible.  It represents another intersection, in Genesis, between culture, science and faith.  How could all the animals fit in the ark?  How did Noah store enough food to feed them for a year?  Where did all the water come from?  Was this a flood of the known world or the entire earth?  In fact, many cultures tell a flood narrative. Many elements are the same: behavior of man which is displeasing to the gods, the rain, a vast flood, the rescue of one family on a boat of some type.  

It is interesting to compare other accounts with the one found in the Bible. In other ancient stories the gods were afraid of the deluge that they created--it was out of control. Also it was the heroism and feats of strength that saved the humans who survived. How would you compare these ideas with those we find in Genesis? 

How would you describe the conditions found on earth immediately prior to the flood? What are we told, by way of contrast, about Noah?

What was God's reaction to the wickedness?  What does it mean that He was sorry or that His heart was grieved?  Does God change His mind? 

How would you describe the "joint venture" of Noah and God that caused the salvation of the human race?  What parallel might we make to today? (See Romans 10:13-17)

This is the first time in Scripture that the word "covenant" appears.  What is a covenant? What are the terms of this covenant?  What is required of Noah? Of God?

Why are extra pairs of certain animals taken into the ark (7:2-3)?

The story of the flood is told in a specific literary structure called a chiasm or palistrophe.

A. Noah's righteous character in a violent culture (6:9-12)

    B.  God instructs Noah to build an ark and they enter it (6:13-7:10)

        C.  The start of the deluge (7:11-16)

             D.  The waters rise (7:17-24)

                  E.  God remembers Noah (8:1)

             D':  The waters recede (8:2-5)

        C':  The waters dry up (8:6-14)

     B':  God instructs Noah to leave the ark (8:15-19)

A':  Noah sacrifices and it is pleasing to God (8:20-22)

The point of this structure it twofold: it rises and falls like the water (and God's anger) did, and it emphasizes the center of the chiasm (line E).  What is the main point?

What are the conditions on the earth at the end of the rain (think Genesis 1)?  Some see the events of chapter 8 as a reprise of the creation story in Genesis 1-2.  List the similarities that you see.

Why does Noah wait before leaving the ark, even after the land is dry?  What should we learn from this for our lives today?

Why does Noah make a sacrifice at this point in the story?  What is God's reaction?  How do we do the same thing today? (See 2 Corinthians 2:14-15)

What points are made in the poem that closes out the flood account (8:22)?

What do we learn about God in these chapters?  (See 1 Peter 3:18-22, 2 Peter 3:3-9)

How should we apply this in our lives today?

