FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 7

Genesis 5-6:8

In this chapter we find the second of the many genealogies in the book of Genesis.  Genealogies come in many different forms and serve many purposes in the Bible.  Sometimes they link one set of events to another such as the one we see here, linking creation and the garden of Eden to the flood.  Other genealogies (see the ones in Matthew and Luke) focus on the pedigree of an individual (Jesus linked to David, or Abraham or Adam).  Finally, they may establish a family or tribe (the sons of Jacob.)  Not all genealogies are complete in the sense of counting every generation.  The term "the son of" actually can refer to any male descendant: son, grandson, great grandson or nephew, etc.  Also many genealogies leave generations out in order to "telescope" to the end.  This was a perfectly acceptable way of writing genealogies and is found in ancient writings outside of the Bible as well. As mentioned, this current example connects the events of the creation of man with the flood and destruction of most of the human race.  The question it seeks to answer is: "if God created man and declared him good, then what went wrong?"

What detail is emphasized in the opening verses of chapter 5?  Why do you think the author repeats this information?  What does he want us to surmise?

The immediate thing that strikes one is the long life spans recorded in this chapter.  This creates an obvious question:  are these real?  Are they exaggerated? (some Mesopotamian kings were said to have lived for 38,000 years--obviously they paid their biographers in advance!)  Were years counted differently back then (base 8 or base 6)?  If these are real numbers how might we account for the difference between these life spans and the ones seen later in the Bible (and today)?

Skim through chapter 5--do you see any repeated patterns?  Are there certain lines or words that are used frequently?  Can you get a sense from these of the points what the author wants us to understand?

What person stands out in this long list?  Why?  See also Hebrews 11:5.

What detail about Enoch is emphasized?  How do you think he might have been different from the rest of his family line?  How would you characterize a person today who walks with God?

Notice that Enoch was seventh from Adam in the line of Seth just as Lamech was seventh in the line of Cain (Gen 4:23).  How would you compare these two men?

The second person who is a focus of this list is Noah.  What are we told about him and his birth?  What is the significance of his name?  What do you think his parents had in mind when they named him?

The next debate occurs over the early verses of chapter 6--who is being referred to when the text talks about "the daughters of men" and the "sons of God"?  Some think that the sons of God were angels and that they married human women.  Another idea is that the sons of men were rulers (? descendents of Lamech) and were taking women indiscriminately without regard to marriage bonds: "whomever they chose".  A final idea is that the sons of God were of the line of Seth and the daughters of men were of the line of Cain.  Which idea seems most likely to you?  (There is a lot of debate about it so take your best shot!)

Next we have to deal with verse 3: "My spirit will not contend with man forever."  An alternate reading would be "will not abide with man forever".  Does the 120 years mean that human life span will be shortened? (Interestingly, biologists today feel that 120 years is the maximum life span a human can attain in perfect conditions.)  Another explanation is that there are 120 years between this statement and the flood (and death of most of mankind).  In either case, what point is God making?

Finally, who are the Nephilim?  What are we told about them? (Note their name in Hebrew could mean "fallen ones".) The only other place in Scripture where they are mentioned is in Numbers 13:33.  What new information does this verse give?  We cannot be sure if these are the same people (would they not have been destroyed in the flood?) or if these are 2 different groups, both called Nephilim.

What is the state of the earth and humankind in these verses?  What is God's response?  What does the author want us to understand about where we have come from (creation and the Garden) and where we are headed (the flood)? 

