FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 4

Genesis 2:4-25

The first chapter of Genesis tells the story of the creation of the heavens and the earth.  We have seen the basic points that the author wanted to emphasize:  God is unique in power and authority, He is utterly unopposed, He creates by the word of His mouth, all He does is “good”: right, function, order and moral correctness follow wherever He sets His hand.  In the absence of God we find only disorder, chaos, darkness and emptiness.

(Which will you choose?) 
As chapter 2 begins a second creation story is told. When do you think these events occurred?  Why does the author tell this part of the story in a separate creation account?

What things are emphasized (or perhaps re-emphasized) about creation?  What details are reported about the specific creation of man?

Next we are told about the garden of Eden.  What details are given here? (Note some have seen a similarity between the garden and the temple of God—see if you can see that image in the description found in this chapter.)

We are not told enough details to definitely locate the original site of Eden.  Two of the four rivers mentioned still exist today.  The knowledge of the others has been lost.  It has been suggested that the Great Flood may have altered the landscape of the earth in such a way that the location of the garden and 2 rivers cannot be found.   What 2 trees are found in this garden?  Why do you think they are located in the middle of the garden?

What is the significance of the tree of life?  See also Revelation 2:7 and 22:2, 14, 19.

What specific instructions, tasks, and warnings was Adam given once he was put in the garden?  What does this passage have to teach us about work?   

Some have objected to the warning given here on the grounds that its terms do not appear to be fulfilled: “in the day that you eat [the fruit] you will surely die”.  Adam and Eve do not appear to die on that day.  Do you agree or disagree with this objection?

See also:

· Romans 5:12

· Romans 6:23

Finally we are told of one aspect of God’s creation which is “not good”.  What is it?  What does God do about it?  Do you think, then, that it is God’s intent for all men and women to marry?  Is solitude good or bad?

If God did indeed create us to be in community, how should that impact our daily lives?

See also:

· Hebrews 10:23-25

· Ephesians 4:15-15, 5:18-21

Why does God first search among the animals for a suitable helper for Adam?

Why does God bring the animals for Adam to name?  What principle do we learn here?

What details can you find in the passage about the creation of woman?  What specific observations does Adam make when he sees her?

What are we told about the relationships of the first man and woman?  What is God creating here?  In what ways are we to apply these principles today?  How are these principles ignored in our society?

What is the significance that Adam and Eve were naked and felt no shame?

