FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson3

Genesis 1:6-2:3

As seen in previous lessons, the creation account found in Genesis was designed to emphasize certain truths about God—He is sovereign, His power is unopposed, He brings order and function out of chaos.  This order is elegantly demonstrated in the sequence of creation described in chapter 1—not the symmetry between the first 3 days of creation and the second 3 days.  The first three days have to do with the creation of the life support systems needed to sustain what God creates in the second.

Day 1: Light




Day 4: Sun, moon, stars

Day 2: Water, atmosphere, oxygen

Day 5: Birds, fish

Day 3: Land, vegetation 


Day 6: Animals, man

What does this pattern of creation tell you about the nature and character of God?

Reading through the account of each day’s creation—do you see any similarities in the description of God and His activities?  What phrase is repeated over and over?  What is the significance of God calling each created part “good”?

What specific information are we given about the creation of vegetation (day 3)?  What is the significance of seeds here?


The image of a seed is seen often in Scripture.  What does it usually represent?  How is this linked to the creation account?  

See also:

· Genesis 3:15

· Isaiah 55:10-11

· Matthew 13: 31-32

· John 12: 23-25

· 1 Peter 1:23

On the fourth day God created the sun, moon and stars.  What are we told about their intended function?  What specific things is God giving us with the creation of these things?

What new element is added to the creation account on the fifth and sixth day?  What is the significance of the word “blessing” here?  Why do you think it is introduced on this day and not in the previous 4 days?

On the sixth day God creates man.  What specific things are we told about this process?  Who do you think God is addressing in verse 26? (let us make man in our image?)

What does it mean for us that we have been created in the image of God?  How should that affect the way we think about ourselves?  Each other?

See also:

· Matthew 5:43-48

· James 3:8-12
Finally, on the 7th day, God has finished his creation and takes up residence in it.  The idea here is not exhaustion from his labors requiring rest—but rather completion, fulfillment, perfection which God now inhabits fully.  How does this change the way we think about the world?

Note the pattern seen in this chapter:  good ( blessing ( sanctified.  How can we exhibit this same pattern in our lives?
