FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 22
Genesis 29:1-30:24
Genesis tells the story of the covenant promise of God.  In each generation there is a covenant partner who has to face various obstacles and believe, in spite of those obstacles, that God will fulfill all that He has promised to do.  It is not that different from our experience as Christians today.  God has made certain promises to us and as we go through life we encounter various obstacles to the fulfillment of those promises.  The Bible exhorts us to “walk by faith, not by sight.”  Just as we had to learn, by trial and error, to learn to walk physically, so we must also learn to walk spiritually.  In this section we see Jacob begin his training in walking by faith.  He arrives in Haran on the run from his brother’s anger, alone, and penniless—but he is about the find out that his problems have just begun!

Jacob arrives in Haran and meets his future bride at a well.  It is hard not to see the obvious parallel between this meeting and the previous meeting of Rebekah and the servant of Abraham.  Compare and contrast these 2 scenes (Genesis 24:10-28).  What similarities and what important differences do you see here?
Why do you think Jacob is arriving in an impoverished state?  Do you see any symbolism here?

What qualities about Jacob are emphasized in this part of the story?

Why do you suppose Laban offered Jacob a job?  Why did he encourage Jacob to name his wage?  Do you think Jacob is paid a fair wage here?  Why or why not?  (Note that the average bride price was 50 shekels.  The average annual wage for a shepherd was 12 shekels per year.)

How would you compare the 2 sisters?  (Note:  there is not agreement about what the “weak eyes” of Leah means.  Some think she may have had small squinty eyes.  The Hebrew term can also mean “soft” eyes leading some commentators to posit that Leah’s eyes were her best feature.)

How is Laban able to trick Jacob into marrying the wrong sister?  Compare this to the deception that Jacob perpetrated on Isaac.  What similarities do you see?  What spiritual principle is at work here?

How does Laban answer Jacob’s accusation?  What do we learn about him?

How would you describe the rivalry between Leah and Rachel?  Do you see any pattern in the choice of names for their various children?

How would you compare Rachel’s barrenness with that of Rebekah?  Of Sarah?  Compare also the responses of Jacob and Isaac in similar situations.

As we have seen, sibling rivalry is a major theme in the book of Genesis.  What do we learn in the obvious rivalry between Rachel and Leah?  What effect do you think this had on the life of Jacob?
The climax in this part of the story occurs in the episode of the mandrakes.  The people of that day associated the mandrake with fertility and believed that it acted as an aphrodisiac.  What does this episode teach us about each of the sisters and their relationship with Jacob?

What do you think God was teaching Jacob during this time? 
