FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Genesis: Lesson 21
Genesis 28
In the last chapter we had an in depth look at family pathology.  Isaac and Esau plan to take the blessing away from Jacob while Rebekah and Jacob plan to retain the blessing by deceiving Isaac.  The end result is that everyone loses something: Esau loses the blessing he came to value too late; Jacob loses (at least temporarily) the land and family position he sought, Rebekah loses the son she favors, and Isaac loses the legacy he might have left as God’s covenant partner to his generation. The lesson is clear: sin and deceit always cost us something—often the very thing we are trying to gain by the deceitful behavior.  However, God does not leave Jacob in his sinful state but, through circumstances and events, begins to shape him into a faithful covenant partner.  And He wants to do the same in our lives today—regardless of who we are or the mistakes we have made. (See Hebrews 12:5-11)

Why does Isaac insist that Jacob take a wife from his family in Paddan-aram rather than marrying a Canaanite woman?  Why was he willing to let Esau do the opposite?

What blessing does he give Jacob before he departs?  If he had already given the blessing previously (chapter 27), why do you suppose he repeats it here?
Why does Esau seek out a bride from the tribe of Ishmael?  What mistake is he making?  What lesson can we learn from him?

On the way to Haran, Jacob has a particular encounter with God.  Describe the dream that Jacob has.  What symbolic elements do you see here?  (Note: we have discussed previously that ziggurats were common in that day—they contained stairways that allowed the gods or their messengers to move between the realms of heaven and earth.)

This picture appears in at least 2 places in the New Testament.  How do the following verses further elucidate the meaning of Jacob’s dream:

· John 1:51

· Acts 7:54-60
At this point God makes the same covenant promises to Jacob that He has previously made to Abraham and Isaac.  What is the significance of this?

In addition to the inherited covenant promises God makes some specific and personal promises to Jacob.  What are they?  Why might Jacob be in particular need of these personal promises at this point in his life? (Note: the common worldview of Jacob’s day was that gods were tied to the land—so if you left a particular land, you left the influence and protection of that particular god). How does God challenge this particular belief?

Can you think of some specific promises that God has made to you?  How have these promises changed or shaped your life?  In what way(s) do those promises challenge the common views in the world around you?

How does Jacob respond to this dream?  How was he changed by it?  What action does he take?

Do you think Jacob is making a conditional agreement with God in verses 20-23?  Why or why not?

Do you think there are ways that we make conditional promises or agreements with God today?

What is the significance of Jacob promising a tenth to the Lord?
