FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Genesis: Lesson 20
Genesis 27

The issue of sibling rivalry is as old as Abel and Cain.  Not only does it cause dysfunction in a family but we have seen, in the book of Genesis, it can become an obstacle or impediment to fulfillment of the covenant promises of God and threaten the line of the precious seed: Jesus Christ.  The rivalry between Jacob and Esau began even in the womb.  Rebekah went to inquire of the Lord and was told that there were two nations within her womb.  God specifically told her that these 2 peoples would be separated and that the older would serve the younger.

How would you describe the behavior of Isaac as he seeks to give the blessing to Esau?  What motivates his behavior?  Do you think he had a moral or legal right to make the choice as to which of his sons he would give his blessing to?

How would you describe Isaac as the chapter opens?  Can you see the author’s use of symbolism here?

As the action of the chapter proceeds we see that all of the dialogues and interactions occur between pairs of people:
· Isaac and Esau

· Rebekah and Jacob

· Isaac and Jacob

· Esau and Isaac

· Jacob and Rebekah

· Rebekah and Isaac

What is the author trying to portray in telling the story in this way?  What 2 individuals are not portrayed together?  Why?
What mistake(s) are made by each of the 4 characters?  Suggest alternatives to the choices they made.

· Isaac

· Esau

· Rebekah

· Jacob
What objections does Jacob raise to his mother’s plans?  What are his main concerns?  How does Rebekah respond to him?

Do you think Isaac was fooled by this subterfuge?  Why or why not?  Does this tell you anything about the character of Isaac?  Consider how this man who, in his youth, was ready to be give up his life as a sacrifice and later patiently prayed for his barren wife comes to this point?  What legacy do you think he left his sons?  
What lessons can we learn from the life of Isaac?  How about from the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah?

Commentators describe 3 separate blessings (or 3 components of the blessing) here:  the inheritance of the firstborn, the blessing of a father to his son(s), and the specific covenant blessing promised by God. Some commentators try to excuse Isaac’s behavior here positing that he only intended to give his own special blessing to Esau but never intended to give the covenant blessing to him (knowing full well that God had promised from the womb to give that to Jacob.) Reading through the text, do you agree or disagree?

List the components of the blessing given to Jacob here.   Contrast it with the blessing which is ultimately given to Esau.

How does Esau react when he learns he has lost the blessing?  Why does he seem to care so much about the blessing at this point when he did not value it before (chapter 25)?  

What do we learn about Esau’s character?  What can we learn from his example?  (See also Hebrews 12:14-17)

What price does each of our main characters pay for the mistakes they made in this chapter? 
