FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 2

Genesis 1:1-5

As seen in the introduction, the main purpose of the book of Genesis is the revelation of God: His nature, His character, His power and sovereignty, His plan and purpose in the universe and in the lives of individual men and women.  Genesis is not a book of history or a science textbook.  Its purpose is not to explain the origins of mankind but to reveal the uniqueness and worth of our God.

Much controversy surrounds the creation account found in the first chapter.  Does the Bible teach that God created the world in six 24-hour days or can we use a “fudge factor” and make each “day” a longer period of time (1000 years?  A generation? An epoch?) Did God create everything out of nothing or did some form of matter exist before He called it into order?  Can we reconcile science and religion by reading evolution into the creation account?  For thousands of years God’s people accepted the account of Genesis 1 at face value.  It has only been in the past 200 years that people have been at such pains to reconcile the biblical account with so-called “science and reason”.  What reasons might people have for insisting on such a reconciliation?  How do you think the ancient people of God would have thought about our efforts to do so?

What does the opening verse of Genesis have to teach us?  Specifically what does it say about God?  How does this impact our worldview? (i.e. if God is our Creator, how does this change our relationship to Him?)

There has been great debate about the relationship of verse 1 to verse 2. One theory, called the “gap theory: posits that there was a long period of time between verse 1 (God creating the heaven and the earth) and verse 2, His specific creative activity.  This is a way of harmonizing science and “old earth” theories by allowing possibly 50,000 years to exist between the activity of verse 1 and the activities of verse 2 and following verses. The opposing idea is that verse 1 is a summary statement—“in the beginning God created the heaven and the earth—now let me describe how He did it”.  Which idea do you think better fits the context here?  (Hint: also take a look at Genesis 2:1)
How is the earth described before God’s creative actions begin?  The images of the sea or of the darkness are often used to describe opposition to God (see John 3:19-21, 9:4-5, 11:9-10).  Is that how these elements are seen in Genesis 1?  Why or why not?  Other cultures have similar creation stories.  What does this suggest?
Scholars debate the meaning of verse 2—the Hebrew word “ruah” can mean a wind, a spirit, or God’s spirit.  Which meaning do you think best fits the context here? (Note: the commentaries do not agree on this at all, so take your best shot and be prepared to defend your position.)  Can you think of other verses which allude to the presence of the Trinity in the creation of the universe?  (See John 1:1-5)

How specifically does God accomplish His creative work?  What does this tell you about God? (See Psalm 33:6-12)
We are told that God created the light and he declared it “good”.  We will see that this approbation is used several times in the creation account.  What does God mean by the term good?

What specific things are accomplished by God’s creation of light?

How is light used as a metaphor for other spiritual truth in Scripture?

See also

· Psalm 36:5-9

· Psalm 104:1-4
· John 1:6-13

· 2 Corinthians 4:6

· Revelation 22:5

What is the significance of God separating the light from the darkness? 
