FAIR OAKS PREBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 19
Genesis 25-26
This chapter marks the transition of the story from Abraham to Isaac—yet we note that within just a few verses the narrative has quickly bypassed him and proceeds to the next generation.  After so many chapters waiting for the birth of this child of promise we are told very few details about his life. Some have seen this as a criticism of Isaac—although he started out seeking the Lord, he may not have “finished strong” and therefore did not have the same impact on the world that his father or his son did. 
The first few verses of chapter 25 close out Abraham’s story. What details about his final days and death are we given?

Some have questioned whether or not this narrative is strictly chronological suggesting that Abraham may have married Keturah and had other sons earlier than at this point in the story. If that is so, why do you think the author discusses these sons here?  What does the author emphasize about them?
As we move past Abraham to a new patriarch we see that the obstacles to the fulfillment to the covenant have not gone away.  What old obstacles are seen?  Do you see some new obstacles at this point?

How would you contrast the presentation of Rebekah’s barrenness in contrast to the way Sarah’s was handled?  (Note that in the story Isaac and Rebekah wait 20 years—almost as long as Sarah and Abraham did.)    What do we learn from the way Isaac handles this obstacle?
What obstacles appear after Rebekah finally does get pregnant?  What does she do about it?  What do we learn about her?

What do we learn from the answer that God gives?  Read Romans 9:10-16.  How does this relate to the story in Genesis?

How would you describe the 2 sons of Isaac as presented in this chapter?  Do you see hints of family dysfunction here?  On what basis is Isaac’s preference for Esau made?  Do you think he was right or wrong?

Why do suppose Jacob cares so much about the birthright?  (Note: it is interesting that Isaac does not really own any land to give at this point!!)

What can we conclude about Esau that he was willing to sell his birthright for a single meal?  See also Hebrews 12:15-17.  How might we, as Christians today, act in a manner similar to Esau?  What specific warning does the Hebrews passage make to us?  How would you apply this in your own life?

Chapter 26 reads like a reprise of chapter 20.  What similarities do you see between the 2 chapters?  (Note this is probably not the same Abimelech—some think it is a son named after him or possibly Abimelech is a title indicating king or leader.)

What do we learn from the fact that Isaac makes the same mistakes as his father?  What application can we make for our lives?

Why do you think the Lord reiterates the covenant promises twice to Isaac?  What specific promises does the Lord repeat to us?  Why does He do so?

Note once again we have conflict (barriers) regarding the land.  How would you describe the conflict between Isaac and the Philistines?  Compare this to Abraham’s experience with them?  How does Isaac respond to this conflict?  What can we learn from this? 
