FAIR OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Genesis: Lesson 18
Genesis 23-25:18

The events of chapter 22 clearly represent a climax in the life of Abraham and after passing this test the author begins to wind down the narrative of the rest of his life—transferring the focus of the story to Isaac.  Chapter 23 opens with the death of Sarah but it is clear that this chapter concerns itself more with the acquisition of land rather than the death and burial of Sarah.  

Sarah’s death is clearly an important event and is given more recognition than is seen for any previous woman so far in the book of Genesis.  What details are we given?

Abraham has been content not to legally own any land prior to this time.  Why do you think he changes his practice at this point?

What do you note about the relationship of Abraham with his Hittite neighbors?   Why does he insist on buying land rather than receiving it as a gift?

This passage is extremely instructive as to how business negotiations were done in that day.  What do you learn here? How is their culture different from ours today?

Abraham pays 400 shekels of gold.  We do not know anything about the property values of that day but the price seems steep and most commentators believe Abraham paid more than he should have.  Why might this be so?  What do we learn about Abraham from this interaction?

The next section deals with finding a wife for Isaac.  This is the longest section of the entire book of Genesis.  Why do you suppose so much attention/emphasis is given to this?

The main character in the story, the servant of Abraham, is never named.  Many commentators suppose that this is Eliezer but the fact remains that the author remains silent of the subject.  What are we told about this servant?  What type of man was he? (List the qualities about him that are emphasized in the rest of this chapter—what can we learn from him?)

Why does Abraham insist that Isaac’s wife come from his own family rather than from the Canaanite people?  What principle do you see here?  Why does he refuse to allow Isaac to be taken back to the land of his family?

What is the basis of the servant’s test to find the right girl for Isaac?  This practice is called “laying out a fleece” based on the behavior of Gideon in Judges 6:36-40.  Do you think this is a valid way of discerning God’s will today?  Why or why not?

What qualities of Rebekah are emphasized in this chapter?

What are we told about her brother Laban?  Do you see any hints here as to his further behavior later in the book?

Why does the servant refuse to eat before completing his mission?  What does he repeat the entire story here?  What effect does this have on Rebekah’s family?

Why does Rebekah’s family seek to delay their departure?  What do we learn about Rebekah here?  Does she remind you of anyone?

What observations can you make about the meeting of Isaac and Rebekah? 

