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Genesis: Lesson 17
Genesis 22

This chapter is the climax of Abraham’s growing relationship with God.  The events of this chapter are some of the toughest to explain, not just in the book of Genesis but in the entire Bible.  Countless writers and commentators have struggled over the request laid on Abraham and his response to it.  Prior to this time we have seen an almost excruciatingly slow build up leading to the fulfillment of the covenant made with Abraham: the birth of Isaac.  As chapter 21 concludes Isaac has been born, Ishmael has been sent away, Abraham has won peace with his neighbors, he has settled next to a refreshing well, and planted a tamarisk tree—we long for the words “and he lived happily ever after to the end of his days”.  But the roller coaster life of this man of God is about to take another desperate turn!  We have seen many obstacles to the promise given to Abraham: Sarah’s barrenness, famine in the land, evil foreign kings, frightening situations, strife both within and outside the family unit—but now we see the biggest obstacle of all: God Himself!

Why do you think the writer begins the account with the words “after all these things, God tested Abraham”?  How would you describe the difference between a test and a temptation?
Note that when God calls, Abraham responds with the words “here I am”—the traditional response of a prophet or servant to the call of the Lord.  Today we might translate the words “I am at your disposal, Lord.”  What things keep us from this kind of availability to God?

What information does God give to Abraham in making His extraordinary request?  What information is not given to Abraham?  What should we learn from this if we want to be serious about following and obeying God?

What do you note about Abraham’s response?  What might have been going through his mind in the three day trip?  

Why doesn’t Abraham take his servants up on the mountain with him?  Why do you think he promised that “we” (i.e. Abraham and Isaac) would return?

What is going through Isaac’s mind as he asks where the animal for the sacrifice is?  Do you think he was reassured by Abraham’s answer?  Why or why not?  Keep in mind that Isaac is likely a teenager while Abraham is over 100 years old.  What does this tell you about Isaac?  
Commentators note that the events of 9-10 create a slow motion effect as the author piles up the details prior to the fateful moment when Abraham raises the knife.  Compare the climax (verse 11) with verse 1.  What similarities do you see?  What does the author want the reader to understand?

For whose benefit was this whole demonstration?  If God knows everything then in what sense can He say “Now I know that you fear God”?

What did it mean to Abraham to make this sacrifice?  What is the significance of the name that Abraham gives this place? What conclusions does he come to about God?  See also:
· Hebrews 11:17-19

· Romans 4:17-25

How does God respond to Abraham’s act of sacrifice?  What can we learn from this?

While the events of this story are real and powerful, there is also abundant and deliberate symbolism in the story.  Consider the comparisons made between:

· God and Abraham

· Isaac and Jesus
